
 

 

 

 PLANNING COMMISSION 

Monday, December 14, 2015 

Clemson City Hall Council Chambers  

5:00 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

 

Members present: Robert Mixon, Eric Newton, Chad Carson, John Peters, Fran McGuire, Mary Beth 

Green and Ruth Andreasen 

 

Members absent:  None  

 

Staff present:  Sharon Richardson, Director of Planning and Codes; and Kelly Winchester, Recording 

Secretary 

 
1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chairman John Peters. 

 

2. Public Session:  No one from the public chose to speak. Public session was closed. 

  

3. Adoption of Minutes:  November 09, 2015.  Mr. McGuire moved that the minutes from the 

November 9, 2015 meeting be approved. Mr. Ms. Green seconded the motion. Motion approved 

unanimously by show of hands. 

 

4. Advisory/Action Items 
 

a. CC-2015-23/2015-R-02:  Receive a report of proposed minor changes to the architecture of the 

buildings Fendley-Earle Planned Development by Collegiate Development Group, LLC. 

 

Timothy VanMatre with Collegiate Development Group, LLC and Sean Key with The Preston 

Partnership, LLC presented a comparative walk through between Planned Development 

documents and the Construction elevations. This included materials boards. 

 

Mr. VanMatre reported that he and his design team had been working with staff to resolve the 

City’s concerns. Collegiate Development Group, LLC has agreed to reconfigure the mullions on 

the windows on the brick facades and to add a faux, brick detail to a sectional of wall adjacent to 

the main commercial frontage paralleling Earle Street to evoke an old window detail.  

 

Staff felt there were enough changes that Planning Commission should be notified so they may 

discuss if these changes constitute a major or a minor PD.  

 

Public Comment:  Open and closed, no one chose to speak. 

 

 

Mr. Newton motioned to accept as a minor change to the approved PD and instructed staff to 

proceed with required posting per the zoning ordinance. Mr. Mixon seconded the motion. Motion 

approved unanimously by show of hands.  

 



 

 

 

b. 2015-R-09:  Proposed Text Amendment to the Article XI.  Architectural Review to rewrite the 

standards for the existing architectural review districts and to establish new districts as a Zoning 

Map Amendment with associated design standards assigned to the new districts.   

 

Staff presented the draft of the rewrite of the architectural review standards (Article XI) as outlined 

in the staff report. Ms. Richardson outlined the following issues:  

 

 AR District #1 was re-envisioned to add a new Cultural Core Sub-district. The Sub-district 

seeks to establish new standards for the heart of downtown that enhance the existing 

pedestrian friendly feel of the area.  The new standards propose a deeper third floor step-

back to keep a 2 story feel by pushing the third floor back so as not to visually engage the 

street/sidewalks. The properties not in the Sub-district and frontages along secondary 

streets would have a lessor step-back requirement. 

 The draft includes the addition of three new architectural review districts – Calhoun, 

Frontage Road, and Pendleton/Old Stone Church Roads.  A number of additional 

properties have been added to these and the other existing AR districts.  Staff feels these 

final maps need close scrutiny to be sure all of the included properties are ones that need 

to be designated for BAR review. 

 The draft includes new standards for residential projects other than individual single family 

homes.   

 The design standards now include requirements for buildings to have a top/middle in their 

facade design with standards address types of materials and design items for creating these 

elements. Additional standards include roof treatments, plaza designs, and public art 

opportunities.  

   

Public Comment: Beth Kunkel, 111 Hillcrest Ave, Clemson expressed concerns about the requirements of 

a 6 to 8 foot perimeter fencing abutting either Addision or Knox Lane.  Her concerned are about egress 

being out of right of way.  

 

Ms. Richardson reported that the Adhoc Committee had discussed similar concerns and apologized that 

staff had not made corrections to this portion of the draft.   

 

The Planning Commission discussed and instructed staff to make these changes.  

 

Ms. Green expressed concerns with the required size of trees covered by the AR standards. 

 

Ms. Richardson explained the committees discussion of this section and clarified the tree measurements 

would be taken.  Ms. Richardson also clarified the proposed Tree Credit Program.  

 

Mr. McGuire made a motion to amend the draft to say four foot masonry or vegetative buffer to correct the 

section regarding Addison and Knox Lane and any other changes to make the two sections to work together.   

Ms. Andreasen seconded the motion.  Motion approved with unanimous show of hands.    

 

Mr. Carson made a motion to accept the amended draft and recommended its adoption to City Council.  

Mr. McGuire seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously by show of hands.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

c. 2015-R-30:  Requested by Jack Shadwick to rezone a lot, approximately .5 acres +/-, owned by 

Ralph Alexander, Inc. located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Skyview Drive and 

Stardust Lane from R-20, Single-family Residential District to CP-2, Community Business District.  

(TMS#  4054-15-63-0933) 

 

Ms. Richardson reported that this item had been tabled till January 11, 2016 meeting.   

 

5. Discussion Items: 

 

a. 2015-R-23:  Proposed Text Amendment to Article VII signs to correct Scribner’s errors and add 

standards for electronic signs for fuel stations, and to Amend Section 19-107 Definitions. 

 

b. Discuss possible text amendment to Article IX, Bufferyards, Screening, and Landscaping 

Specifications.  

 

c. Discuss possible Text Amendment to the City of Clemson Zoning Ordinance to address 

Bufferyard/Screening requirements for Residential Developments, Various other than multifamily 

or townhouse abutting R-20 or R-12 Single-family zoned properties.  

 

After a brief discussion the Planning Commission decided to schedule a work session to allow an 

extended discussion.  Work session was tentatively scheduled to follow the January 11, 2016 

depending on length of the agenda.  

 

Public Comment:  Open and closed, no one chose to speak.  

 

Mr. Carson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Andreasen seconded the motion.  

 

   

6. Adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 6:14 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kelly Winchester, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Note:  The proceedings of this meeting have been recorded on digital media 

 

 


