
 

 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
Monday, February 8, 2016 

Clemson City Hall Council Chambers  
6:00 P.M. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
 

Members present: Robert Mixon, Eric Newton, Chad Carson, John Peters, Fran McGuire, and Mary 
Beth Green  
 
Members absent:  Ruth Andreasen 
 
Staff present:  Sharon Richardson, Director of Planning and Codes; and Kelly Winchester, Recording 
Secretary 
 

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mr. Peters. 
 

2. Public Session:  No one from the public chose to speak. Public session was closed. 
 

3. Adoption of Minutes: January 11, 2016. Mr. McGuire moved that the minutes from the                           
January 11, 2016 meeting be approved. Ms. Green seconded the motion. Motion approved                         
unanimously by show of hands. 

 
4. Election of Officers for 2016 

 
Ms. Richardson stated that The Planning Commission ByLaws require the Commission to elect a                           
Chair and ViceChair for the year at the February meeting. There are no new members to the                                 
Commission this year as all seats are filled and no terms expired this year.  
 
Ms. Green nominated Mr. Peters as Chair, Mr. Carson seconded her nomination. Nomination                         
was approved unanimously by a show of hands. 
 
Mr. Peters nominated Mr. McGuire as Vice Chair, Mr. Mixon seconded the nomination.                         
Nomination was approved by unanimously by a show of hands.   
 

5. Advisory/Action Items 
 

a. 2016S08: Request by Patrick Square Development for final approval of Lot “B”, a .33 acre                             
tract in the Patrick Square Town Center at the south of Market Street.  TMS#406418410867 

 
Ms. Richardson reported that the final plat for Lot “B” meets City requirements as submitted and                               
is sending to the Planning Commission for final approval. 
 
Discussion by the Planning Commission followed in reference to the location of Lot “B”.  

 



 

 
Public Comment:  Open and closed, no one chose to speak. 
 
Mr. McGuire motioned to accept the plat as proposed, Ms. Green seconded the motion. Motion                             
was approved unanimously by a show of hands.  
 

b. 2016S09: Request by Patrick Square Development for final of Lot “P”, a .3329 acre tract from                               
the Town Center at the west side of Thomas Green Boulevard.  TMS#406418329250  
 
Ms. Richardson reported that the final plat for Lot “P” meets City requirements as submitted and                               
is sending to the Planning Commission for final approval.  
 
Discussion by the Planning Commission followed in reference to the location of Lot “P”. 
 
Public Comment:  Open and closed, no one chose to speak. 
 
Mr. Carson motioned to approve as proposed, Ms. Green seconded the motion. Motion was                           
approved unanimously by a show of hands.  
 

c. 2016S10: Request by Patrick Square Development for final approval of Lot “F”, a .34 acre                             
tract in the Patrick Square Patrick Square Town Center at the south side of Chapman Hill Road.                                 
TMS#406418329250 
 
Ms. Richardson reported that the final plat for Lot “F” meets City requirements as submitted and                               
is sending to the Planning Commission for final approval.  

 
Discussion by the Planning Commission followed in reference to the location and future                         
development of Lot “F”. 
 
Ms. Green motioned to approve 2016S10 as proposed, Mr. Carson seconded the motion. Motion                           
was approved unanimously by a show of hands. 
 

d. 2015S50: Appeal of staff approval of a minor subdivision per Article III, Section 3.5 of the                               
City of Clemson Land Development Regulations for 3lot subdivision of a 1.64 acre tract at 611                               
Issaqueena Trail for Herbert David Leigh, III and Gloria BonetLeigh.  

 
Ms. Richardson reported that an appeal was submitted during the tenday posting period                         
appealing the minor subdivision that has been requested. The appeal letter is attached. Staff,                           
therefore submitting the proposed subdivision to the Planning Commission for its review and                         
approval. Since the proposed lot sizes exceed the 20,000 square foot size requirement of the R20                               
District and have access directly onto Issaqueena Trail, the proposed subdivision meets City                         
standards. Based on the legal advice of the City Attorney, Kay Barrett, this property is not                               
located in Ashley Estates Subdivision. The City of Clemson does serve city water to this property,                               
but no sewer. The applicant is working to obtain approval of the proposed subdivision from                             
DHEC, which is still pending.   
 
Mr. Herbert Leigh, III of 613 Issaqueena Trail, Clemson spoke about purchasing the property and                             
their plans of these lots being used for family compound.  

 



 

 
Planning Commission askedMr. Leigh several questions to confirm his plans for the property and                             
driveway location.  
 
Mr. Leigh explained that one driveway accessing Issaqueena Trial would run along the property                           
line to each home.  
 
Public Comment:  Open and closed, no one chose to speak. 

 
Discussion followed between Planning Commission and Ms. Richardson about flag lots and any                         
reason this request should be rejected. Ms. Richardson stated the only condition staff                         
recommended be placed on the approval of the proposed subdivision would be submission of a                             
letter of approval from DHEC for septic tank suitability of the lots as proposed.  

 
Mr. Peters asked for clarification as to why the appeal of Staff approval came to the Planning                                 
Commission for review.   

 
Ms. Richardson explained that once she receives an appeal of a staff decision, the City’s Land                               
Development Regulations requires that the Planning Commission make a final determination.  

 
Mr. Carson motioned to accept as requested with the conditions of approval through DHEC. Ms.                             
Green seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously by show of hands.  
 
e. 2015R23: Proposed Text Amendment to Article VII Signs to correct Scribner’s errors and                         

add standards for electronic signs for fuel stations, and to Amend Section 19107 Definitions.  
 
Ms. Richardson recommended tabling till after a work session. 
 
Planning Commission accepted. 
  

6. Discussion Items:  
 

a. Informal public meeting is setup for February 29, 2016 at 6:00 pm to discuss Issaqueena                             
Trail amendment.   
 
Mr. Steadman suggested after the Informal Public Meeting session, they add a couple of other                             
items for discussion, such as, but not limited to sign, parking, landscape recommendations for                           
residential use, etc so they can start wrapping up some of the changes that are recommended. 
 
Mr. Peters asked if anyone objected, no objections. 
 
Mr. Mixon discussed adding an additional topic changing the CM district to allow 65 foot                             
height specifically to hotels.  
 
Ms. Richardson announced that we had a new Zoning Administrator, Jacob Peabody. Mr.                         
Steadman will move into the City Planner position.  
 
 

 



 

Public Comment:  No public comment. 
 
Mr. Newton moved to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Carson seconded the motion.  
 
   

7. Adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 6:36 pm.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kelly Winchester, Recording Secretary 
 
 
Note:   The proceedings of this meeting have been recorded on digital media 
 
* These minutes are in draft format and subject to change until approval by the Planning 
Commission. 

 


