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 BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

January 5, 2016 – 6:00 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 
Members Present:  Tom Henderson, Tal Slann, Davis Moorhead, Gina McLellan and Curtis Arnold 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:  Todd Steadman, Zoning and Codes Administrator and Beth Connor, Recording Secretary 
 
1. Call to order:  Chairman Tom Henderson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The Board 

members introduced themselves to the audience.  Chairman Henderson read the opening 
information. 

 
2. Adoption of Minutes:  Davis Moorhead moved the minutes for the November 3, 2015 meeting be 

accepted as presented.  Curtis Arnold seconded the motion.  Minutes adopted by a show of hands. 
 
3. Action Items 
 a. Building and Site Review: 

1)  2015-AR01:   Applicant Billy Zion is requesting approval of revisions to the main canopy 
(porte’ cochere) design, restaurant canopy, entry sign, approval of the HVAC unit placement 
and enclosing a portion of the rear of the Best Western Plus Hotel located at 1310 Tiger Blvd. 

 
Staff Report:  Todd Steadman informed the Board that the Applicant is requesting approval for 
exterior renovations of the University Inn and Conference Center.  These renovations focus on 
the covered entrances to the building, the detailing of the roof, a new sign, and enclosing a 
portion of the rear of the building. 
 
Mr. Steadman reminded the Board that this project was presented at the February and July 
2015 meetings.  The project submitted is a mix of features from previous submittals and some 
new features.  The entry to the restaurant is unchanged but the vehicle entrance has changed. 
 
Mr. Steadman showed the different site plans that were previously approved. 
 
Mr. Steadman said that there are no codes issues.  This is essentially an aesthetic review.  
 
Applicant:  Billy Zion, McKay + Zorn and Associates, told the Board that the intent is to maintain 
the existing structure but dress up with stonework.  Mr. Zion that the proposed rear addition 
will look into the pool area.  There will not be an interior pool. 
 
The Board stated that the 3rd perspective changes what the BAR previously was in favor of.  They 
pointed out that there was more openness which included windows.  Mr. Zion said that there 
was a money issue that necessitated the change. 
 
The Board asked if the budget would allow the proposed design to go back to the first site plan.  
Mr. Zion stated that the owner is working within the Best Western standards. 
 



 

Concern was expressed about the cornice that runs around the building. Board would like to see 
it narrowed. 
 
Also, discussion about the 6 small windows that are on the second floor along the front of the 
building.  Some residents refer to this building as the “Clemson jail”.  There are no other 
windows facing Hwy. 123. 
 
Board discussed the pool being in front of a grassy area, expressing concern about safety.  Mr. 
Zion said that there would be a wrought iron fence with a sidewalk around the pool.  The BAR 
said that they would be willing to approve the fence and pool but there are some signage issues 
that need to be addressed. 
 
The Board asked that the Owner be present at the next meeting. 
 
Gina McLellan moved to have the owner resubmit with what’s actually proposed showing what 
they are planning to do with the glass and the restructuring of the windows.  Also show the pool 
deck and fencing in the rear to help visualize what it will look like. 
 
Discussion followed regarding how the 3 different site plans presented are all different than the 
original approved previously.  The Board would like to see a plan that is closer to the first plan 
that was approved. 
 
Davis Moorhead seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously by show of hands. 
 

4. Staff Reports:  Mr. Steadman informed the Board that there will be a Public Hearing about the AR 
Rewrite on January 19th. 

 
5. Other Business:  None 
 
6. Adjourn:  6:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Beth Connor 
Recording Secretary 
 
Note:  Proceedings of this meeting have been recorded on audio tape. 


