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	TextField1: Receive a presentation from Pat Layton, from the Clemson University Wood Utilization and Design Institute, and Sam Francis, representing the American Wood Council, regarding wood construction of residential and mixed-use buildings in South Carolina.
	TextField2:      Over the past several months, there have been questions presented by individuals and newspaper stories related to the types of building construction that are occurring in the Upstate.  More specifically, there are multi-story mixed-use buildings in Clemson and Greenville that are wood material construction.  It has been suggested by some persons that the City should amend the local building codes to require masonry construction for buildings over a certain height.  Mr. Collins has confirmed with the South Carolina Building Codes Council that the City of Clemson is properly following State law, and affirmed that local government entities are specifically prohibited by law from making changes to the adopted State Building Codes (in part and/or in whole).  Ms. Layton and Mr. Francis will discuss wood construction safety and building quality issues related to wood construction.     A few persons have suggested that City Council can indirectly amend the building code or eliminate specific sections through an amendment of the City's Zoning Code.  This is not correct.  The Zoning code is specifically adopted to control the use of land and density related thereto.  In a few circumstances, the zoning code references the type of buffer that is required and the construction of fences.  However, any type of construction that is addressed within the building code is superior in deference to the zoning code.  For example, bufferyard requirements in some land uses require a fence or wall, with choices of wood, masonry or stone construction - but the construction of that fence or wall must meet the construction standards that are dictated by the building code.  Simply stated, a local government official (or City or County Council) is not authorized to make changes or amendments to the State adopted building codes - and are also prohibited from attempts to make an "end run" around said building codes by zoning or other municipal ordinance adoption.     Following the presentation, Ms. Layton and Mr. Francis will entertain any questions that City Council might have related to wood construction and/or how the building codes relate to this construction methodology.



