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	TextField3: Council Member Jerry Chapman
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	CheckBox1: Off
	TextField1: Discuss the recently approved property acquisition of the lot at 497 Berkeley Drive, including the rationale and time-line of this purchase.  Also, consider future adoption of a policy related to potential property acquisition that could be utilized for storm water utility infrastructure improvements.
	TextField2:      During the City Council budget review process last spring, Council was advised by the City's Stormwater Utility Manager that the process of mapping the City's storm water drainage basins and infrastructure was going well, but would continue well into the new fiscal year.  However, the Rock Creek basin was initially mapped by city staff as a pilot project to determine several issues that needed to be resolved prior to a comprehensive mapping project for all seven drainage basins located within the city limits.  Those issues included what attributes should be identified, assessed, photographed, measured and placed onto the geographic information system (GIS) base map.  Those issues were determined and the mapping process was initiated by city staff and Clemson engineering interns.  The decision to proceed with the in-house mapping process was a conscious decision that acknowledged the time period to complete the mapping would take significantly longer than using a contractual mapping company - but would ultimately save the City as much as $200,000 in expenses related to paying a private company.     The Stormwater manager further advised that he had recently learned that the owner of the parcel on Berkeley Drive (on the initially mapped Rock Creek drainage basin) was considering selling said parcel, which was located at a place where a future detainage basin could have a positive impact on known stormwater issues downstream from this location and benefit a significant number of homes.  Although the city-wide mapping process was not completed, City Council authorized staff to make a formal inquiry of the parcel and obtain an appraisal (if the owner was indeed considering a sale).  Staff completed the appraisal, which was determined to be a fair price for both the seller and buyer, and a contract to purchase the property was drafted for City Council approval.  Even though the Stormwater Utility did not have sufficient budget capacity to construct a detainage structure in the current fiscal year, an engineering design could be completed during the year and construction costs could be budgeted in the next (or a future) fiscal year.  Owners near this parcel were not advised of the City's interest in purchasing this lot or the future possibility of stormwater improvements that could be constructed.   I would pose the question of whether City Council needs to consider a policy related to future possible land purchases and/or how future stormwater improvements are prioritized or budgeted.



