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	TextField1: Consider a request from the "Spring into Clemson" festival event committee for financial assistance of first time event start-up.
	TextField2: At the July 5, 2016 City Council meeting, the governing body voted to approve a new event in Downtown Clemson on April 1, 2017 (final date to be determined after the schedule of the Spring Football Game is announced).  At the meeting, Committee Chair Shannon Lambert requested financial assistance from the City for the first-time event.  Historically, the City Council has encouraged groups to consider starting new community events by assisting financially - which reduces the financial risk of taking a chance in creating a new event.  Generally, after an event has achieved a successful start-up, the sponsoring committee has an opportunity to apply for future funding assistance through the City's Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee's grant process.  However, their ability to obtain a favorable consideration by the Committee is greatly enhanced after it is demonstrated that the event can be successfully managed and is a benefit to the community.For fiscal year 2016-2017, the City Council included $12,500 budget authority for the purpose of considering "new event start-up assistance grants."  Funding is illustrated in a line item of the Local Option Accommodation Tax Fund.  Please find attached to the agenda web page the formal request from the "Spring into Clemson" festival planning committee.  Their request is for $5,000 assistance from the City of Clemson.  Estimated start-up costs are detailed within their proposal.



