
Regular Council Meeting 
May 2, 2016 

Council Chamber, Clemson City Hall 

Call to Order: Mayor J.C. Cook, III at 7:45 p.m. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor J.C. Cook, III 
Members present: Mayor J.C. Cook, III presiding, Council Members Chapman, Cox, Ducworth, Fowler, Hay and Oswald. 
Media present: Greg Oliver, the Journal, Mike Eads, the Independent Mail, Fox News and Channel 7 News 
Notification emailed:  April 28, 2016 to the Greenville News, the Journal, the Independent Mail, the 
Pickens Sentinel, the Easley Progress; WSNW Radio, WYFF Channel 4, WSPA Channel 7 and Fox 21 TV News.  
Public Session: Mayor Pro Tem Tim Fowler presiding – Mr. Scott Arbena, 109 College St. spoke of concerns for tax payers funding CAT services for Amtrak passengers during the construction of the Railroad Bridge project.  Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator explained that SCDOT is paying for it because CAT services is less expensive than a temporary Amtrak loading facility and the cost is included in the budget of the project.  Ms. Kathi Dimmock, 106 Creekview Dr., announced the Farmers Market season begins May 13th at Patrick Square from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and will be each Friday through October.  There are 30 vendors this year compared to 19 last year and there are 20 vendors participating in the Healthy Living Expo compared to only 12 last year.   
Approval of Minutes: April 18, 2016 were approved as presented. 
Reports/Discussion Agenda: Ms. Tommye Hurst, Executive Director for the Clemson ARTS Center, to present a financial report to City Council – this item was postponed to a later date. Receive a presentation from Paul Russell regarding the master plan update for Clemson Park – Mr. Steve Figueroa, Parks & Recreation Director introduced Mr. Paul Russel and Mr. Bob Brookover of Russel Design Office to provide an overview of the site and master plan for the 4 acre park.  Mr. Russel presented many possible amenities and said that they have met with focus groups specific to the area including middle and high school students for their input.  He said the park also had the potential for a natural trail that could engage with the neighboring church and connect to the Green Crescent Trail.  Council discussed the impact if the church expanded; the cost of the project; and possibly doing the project in phases.  Mr. Brookover stated that the park has to be attractive to draw visitors and drainage on this property for long term will be the priority.   Staff and Council Reports:  Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reported that staff had received the signed agreement from SCDOT for the road transfer that Council approved at the last meeting.   



Page 2 of 3  Regular Council Meeting 
  May 2, 2016  

 

Mayor Cook commended Ms. Jamie Cathey, Parks & Rec Program Director for a great job with the Triathlon. Council Member Cox reported on the JCUAB meeting and said that the Larry Abernathy Award recipient will be Cal Poly State University and San Luis Obispo, to be presented at the ITGA conference in Chicago.   
Policy/Action Agenda: Consider authoring a Grant Application for FTA funds and committing the local financial matching certification for bus replacements for Clemson Area Transit, in the Low-No Emission Grant Program – Council Member Chapman & CAT Director Al Babinicz presented this item for replacement buses.  There will be 12 electric zero emission buses, 6 on campus and 6 for the City’s red route and other routes.  These buses have individual chargers that will run up to 200 hours.  The local match will be $727,000.00 from the City of Clemson and $750,000.00 from Clemson University along with the commitment of future SCDOT grant of $2,750,000.00 towards the $10,000,000.00 project.  Council Member Oswald made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to authoring a Grant application for FTA funds and committing the local financial matching certification for bus replacements for Clemson Area Transit, in the Low-No Emission Grant Program.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider the bid results for the Calhoun District Streetscape – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reported that there was only one bid and it was over budget at $1.2 million.  Staff has requested to meet with contractor and consider negotiating the bid.  Mr. Cotton requested to postpone this item to the next meeting. Consider rescheduling of the regular City Council meeting of June 6, 2016 to the following Monday, June 13, 2016, due to the attendance of Council Members at the International Town & Gown Conference – Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to reschedule the regular Council Meeting of June 6th to June 13th.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. Receive a draft of the proposed City of Clemson operating budget for fiscal year 2016-2017, and consider possible dates and times for City Council budget work session meetings – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator presented Council with a draft copy of the City budget with an increase of $1,000,035,000.00 from $10 million to $11 million.  Council scheduled budget Work Sessions for Monday, May 9th, Monday, May 23rd and Tuesday, May 24th at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room, Clemson City Hall. At this time Council Member Cox shared comments from residents that have expressed concerns for a short term rental of a new home under construction on Riggs Drive with 5 bedrooms – 4500 sq. ft., 3 stories high and 3 car garage.  It is a 2nd home that the owner plans to live in during 
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football season.  It meets the zoning requirements of the area and the owner stated that it is not scheduled for game day rentals.  Council Member Chapman stated that this home would not qualify for gameday rentals because it is not the owner’s primary residence.  Council discussed further and Mayor Cook noted the comments from the public hearing on “4 per bedroom” in the Short Term Rental Ordinance and suggested a change to 2 per bedroom plus 2 and the regulations be effective January 1, 2017. 
Executive Session: Council Member Cox made a motion, seconded by Council Member Fowler to enter into Executive Session to discuss employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, demotion, discipline or release of an employee; SC Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70(a)(1).  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  Council Member Oswald then made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to exit Executive Session and resume the regular meeting.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.   Following Executive Session Mayor Cook reported that there was no action necessary. There being no further business, a motion was made, duly seconded, and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.   Respectfully submitted,    Approved  ________________________________________   By: _____________________________________ Beverly A. Coleman, CMC     J.C. Cook III, Mayor 
 

  


