
Regular Council Meeting 
January 19, 2016 

Council Chamber – Clemson City Hall 

 

Call to Order: Mayor Pro Tem, Tim Fowler at 6:35 p.m. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Council Member Hay 
Members present: Mayor Pro Tem, Tim Fowler presiding, Council Members Chapman, Ducworth, Hay and Oswald; Absent: Mayor J.C. Cook, III and Council Member Cox 
Media present:  Greg Oliver, the Journal and Vince Jackson, the Independent Mail 
Notification emailed:  January 13, 2016 to the Greenville News, the Journal, the Independent Mail, the 
Pickens Sentinel, the Easley Progress; WSNW Radio, WYFF Channel 4, WSPA Channel 7 and Fox 21 TV News.  
Public Session: Mayor Pro Tem Tim Fowler presiding – Mr. Ken Brown, 326 Wellington Way, spoke in support of the 65 hgt. structures on Keowee Trail. 
Approval of Minutes: January 4, 2016 approved as presented. 
Reports/Discussion Agenda: Receive the annual external audit report from Mr. Gregg Cooley, representing the professional accounting firm of Stancil, Cooley, Estep & Stamey, LLC   – Mr. Tom Sparacino, Finance Director noted that the report is a Comprehensive Annual Financial Statement that is a snapshot of the City’s financial health as of June 30, 2015 and that it has been a positive year.  Mr. Cooley then presented the report with an unmodified opinion with a clean audit that is in conformity with government standards.  He did state that this year all state & local governments are required to report the liability of pensions.  The City pays what is required according to GASB 34.  The audit report included a Statement of Net Position (Balance Sheet) – Net Pension Liability and a Statement of activities as of June 30, 2014 in response to the new requirement. Mr. Cooley reported on the Governmental Funds – General Fund, Tax Increment Fund, Debt Service Fund and Other Governmental Funds; the Non Major Special Revenue Funds – Community Development Funds, Emergency Phone System, Tourism Fund, Park Land Fund, Hospitality Fee and Tax Funds, and Local Accommodation Tax Fund; the Proprietary Funds – Water, Stormwater, Wastewater, Sanitation, Transit and Parking Deck; and also the Federal Awards Expenditures.  He said the audit books will be available in upcoming weeks. Receive the annual SC State Ethics Commission Instruction for 2016 reporting period due March 30, 2016 – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reminded Council of the deadline and noted instructions for the process were attached to the agenda. Staff and Council Reports – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reported that construction for repair on the Hwy 123 retaining wall will begin this week; North Clemson Avenue street light project is now complete other than removing old light poles; Leadership Clemson will start this month and continue through June.  The Fire Station Committee will conduct interviews this month; Council work 
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session for short term rentals and gameday parking is Monday, January 26th at 5:30 p.m.; the Rental Housing Suspension appeal hearing for Mr. Chuck Kelly is Monday, February 1st at 5:00 p.m.; and a separate Rental Housing Suspension Hearing is scheduled for Monday, February 15th at 5:30 p.m. The Abernathy/Cox One Award nominations are accepted through February 3rd and the State of Clemson is Tuesday, February 16th at noon. 
Policy/Action Agenda: Consider appointment of a new City Attorney for an initial term of one year and authorize the Mayor to execute an engagement letter on behalf of the City of Clemson – Mayor Pro Tem Fowler recognized Ms. Kay Barrett who is retiring after 20+ years of service as Attorney for the City of Clemson.  Ms. Barrett then introduced Ms. Mary McCormac, Attorney and Clemson resident that has been offered and accepted the position.  Council Member Oswald made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ducworth to formally appoint Ms. Mary McCormac as City Attorney for an initial term of one year and authorize the Mayor to execute an engagement letter on behalf of the City of Clemson.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider 2nd Reading of an Ordinance for a proposed text amendment to Section 19-404 Density, Bulk, Dimensional Requirements for Principal and Accessory Uses and/or Structures in the Non-residential Districts to allow 65’ of height for structures in the CM, Commercial Mixed-Use District for properties abutting Keowee Trail – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning & Codes Director presented this item and stated that the Ordinance is to deny the text amendments per Council’s motion last meeting.  Council Member Chapman made a motion, seconded by Council Member Oswald to approve 2nd Reading of an Ordinance to deny a proposed text amendment to Section 19-404 Density, Bulk, Dimensional Requirements for Principal and Accessory Uses and/or Structures in the Non-residential Districts to allow 65’ of height for structures in the CM, Commercial Mixed-Use District for properties abutting Keowee Trail.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider 2nd Reading of an Ordinance to amend the City of Clemson Zoning Ordinance to establish conditional use standards and parking standards for banquet and outdoor event facilities, as well as, definitions for same – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning & Codes Director presented this item with no changes since 1st reading.  Council Member Oswald made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ducworth to approve 2nd Reading of an Ordinance to amend the City of Clemson Zoning Ordinance to establish conditional use standards and parking standards for banquet and outdoor event facilities, as well as, definitions for same. Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider 2nd Reading of an Ordinance to amend the City of Clemson Zoning Ordinance Article VIII, Section 19-807, Table 19-807 e.2. to eliminate the 3’ setback requirement for vehicular use areas directly abutting an active railroad right-of-way – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning & Codes Director 
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presented this item with no changes since 1st reading.  Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Oswald to approve 2nd Reading of an Ordinance to amend the City of Clemson Zoning Ordinance Article VIII, Section 19-807, Table 19-807 e.2. to eliminate the 3’ setback requirement for vehicular use areas directly abutting an active railroad right-of-way. Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider 2nd Reading of an Ordinance for a Proposed Zoning Text Amendment to Section 19-405. Standards for Conditional Use and Special Exceptions for Non-residential Districts, Table 19-405.  Table of Standards for Conditional Uses and Special Exceptions in Non-residential Districts to clarify the requirement for vehicular use areas abutting non-lakefront properties owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning & Codes Director presented this item with no changes since 1st reading.  Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Oswald to approve 2nd Reading of an Ordinance for a Proposed Zoning Text Amendment to Section 19-405. Standards for Conditional Use and Special Exceptions for Non-residential Districts, Table 19-405.  Table of Standards for Conditional Uses and Special Exceptions in Non-residential Districts to clarify the requirement for vehicular use areas abutting non-lakefront properties owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider authorizing the purchase of replacement buses for Clemson Area Transit, which will be paid from SCDOT Vehicle Replacement Initiative Grant Award and CAT reserve funds, in the amount of $2,992,000.00 – Mr. Al Babinicz, Clemson Area Transit Director presented the request for purchasing eight buses with federal grants and matching funds.  He stated that the option price was the same price as it was in 2012 with delivery of 2 buses this spring, and the other 6 by the end of this year.  Council discussed the funding opportunity and that this purchase will not require financial partners to participate.  Council Member Oswald made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ducworth to approve authorizing the purchase of replacement buses for Clemson Area Transit, which will be paid from SCDOT Vehicle Replacement Initiative Grant Award and CAT reserve funds, in the amount of $2,992,000.00.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider authorizing the purchase of replacement computers for the Littlejohn Community Center – Council Member Ducworth presented this item and stated that the desktop computers are outdated and the Center does not have funds in their budget to replace them. The cost for 10 would be $700.00 plus a printer at $500.00 total $7500.00.  The City budgeted $7500.00 and Council suggested setting the amount to not exceed $9000.00 to allow for cable, etc. to install them.  Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Oswald to authorize the purchase of 10 replacement computers not to exceed a total of $9000.00 for the Littlejohn Community Center.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. 
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Consider a Policy to manage the use of the Electronic Message Board – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item and Council discussed the definition of a non-profit.  Mr. Blondeau stated that current organizations that use the banner display will have access to the message board and Council will approve any additional organizations that have not requested in the past.  Once approved they can continue to request events to be displayed as needed.  Council Member Chapman made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hay to adopt the Policy to manage the use of the Electronic Message Board as presented.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) 
Executive Session: Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hay to enter into Executive Session to consider Board/Commission appointments; SC Code of Laws 30-4-70(a)(1).  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  Council Member Ducworth then made a motion, seconded by Council Member Hay to exit Executive Session and return to the regular Council meeting.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.   Following Executive Session Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Oswald to reappoint Ms. Elaine Richardson and appoint Mr. Eric Breazel to the Board of Zoning Appeals; reappoint Mr. Curtis Arnold and appoint Ms. Naresh Jain – 4 yr. term, Mr. Charlie Shaw – 2 yr. term to the Board of Architectural Review and appoint Ms. Anna Connelly to the Arts and Cultural Commission.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.   There being no further business, a motion was made, duly seconded, and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.   Respectfully submitted,    Approved  ________________________________________   By: _____________________________________ Beverly A. Coleman, CMC     J.C. Cook III, Mayor 
  


