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	TextField1: Consider the request from Mr. Kade Herrick, Tourism Director for the Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce, for a financial partnership between the Sports Council, Clemson University Campus Recreation and the City of Clemson to enhance the new artificial turf fields at the Snow Family Outdoor Fitness and Wellness Center (formerly University Beach area) in the amount of $25,000.
	TextField2:      At the November 23 meeting of City Council, Mr. Herrick presented a potential partnership between the City of Clemson, the Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce's Sports Council, and Clemson University Campus Recreation to invest in the treatment of the new artificial turf fields at the Snow Family Outdoor Fitness and Wellness Center.  The chemical treatment of the new turf fields provides a mechanism to lower the temperature of the fields during the summer months, which would allow for safer playing conditions of the surface.  It is not unusual for untreated turf fields to have a temperature of 30 to 40 degrees higher than the ambient air temperature, which would limit the use of the fields during summer months due to safety and liability issues.  The cost of the treatment is $75,000, and the partnership would request that the City of Clemson contribute $25,000 of that cost.  As a benefit to this investment, the Sports Council would receive 100 hours of field use at no rental cost - which could be used as an incentive to potential sports tourism event hosts that would utilize the facility.  The treatment is guaranteed to be effective for a minimum of three years, but applications to similar fields has demonstrated an effectiveness of six years of temperature control.      The Sports Council has already received one tentative commitment for an event that would utilize these fields, which would generate an estimated 350 to 500 room nights from participants in August 2016.  With the fields treated for temperature control, the Sports Council feels that our community would have success in bidding on additional summertime events over the next five years.  Due to unanticipated increases in the Hospitality Tax and Local Option Accommodations Tax Fund in the prior fiscal year, the financial capacity for this unplanned expenditure is available for an appropriation by City Council.   Following the discussion of this request at the last meeting, City Council directed that this item be placed on this agenda for formal consideration of approval.



