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	TextField3: Benjie McGill, Director of Utilities
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	TextField1: Receive a report on the renewal of utility easements that cross U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land around Lake Hartwell.
	TextField2: The City has received a letter from the US Army Corps of Engineers for renewal of utility easements that are located on Corps property around Lake Hartwell.  Their easements are issued on a 25-year renewal basis and are for the purpose of utility easements across the property within their Lake Hartwell project.  We recently received a letter that stated their appraised value of the easement is $226,000.  Obviously, staff strongly disagrees with this appraised value, because our easements are causing no diminished use of the Corps land.  In fact, we would argue that our presence on their land is adding value to their property via monitoring of utility easements, trash pick-up and mowing on their easements, and public access to Lake Hartwell that would otherwise have to be provided by the Corps.Attached to this agenda item is the process for seeking a second independent appraisal, and staff has initiated that process.  Staff will review this information with Council at the meeting.



