
Regular Council Meeting 
August 10, 2015 

Council Chamber – Clemson City Hall 
 

  

Call to Order: Mayor J.C. Cook, III at 6:32 p.m. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor JC Cook, III 
Members present:  Mayor J.C. Cook, III presiding, Council Members Chapman, Cox, Ducworth, Fowler, Hay.    Absent: Council Member Oswald. 
Media present: Greg Oliver – the Journal 
Notification emailed:  August 6, 2015 to the Greenville News, the Journal, the Independent Mail, the Pickens 

Sentinel, the Easley Progress; WSNW Radio, WYFF Channel 4, WSPA Channel 7 and Fox 21 TV News  
Public Session:  Mayor Pro Tem Fowler presiding–  Mr. Jack Davis, 202 Wescott Drive, has concerns about the new Fire Station. Acknowledging Issaqueena Trail is property of DOT, his concern lies with storm water runoff and how it will effect the Wescott Neighborhood. William Cheek, 399 Wescott Drive, expressed concerns about the CAT Bus Red Route and how on the weekends from 11:45 until 2:45 there are multiple people gathered on the corner of Cambridge and Issaqueena, being rowdy and trashy. He would like CAT to look at moving that stop. Mr. Cheek also expressed concerns about drainage issues along Issaqueena Trail. Sue Whorton, 116 Hazelwood Drive,  Ms. Wharton is Chair of the Arts Center and wanted to let council know that she feels the Arts Center is a vital part if the community but that they need support to continue to operate. Margaret Bynum, 303 Woodland Way, expressed support for the Arts Center. Concetta Kombs, 211 Knollwood Drive, expressed support for the Arts Center. Tal Slann, 408 College Ave, said the Arts Center is cool and the City should give it time to grow. Mr. Slann also doesn’t understand the need for all the oversight when it comes to Game Day parking and short term rentals, yet, the short term rentals need some oversight considering the current inspection standards for standard rental property. 
Approval of Minutes: July 20, 2015 were approved as presented. 
Reports/Discussion Agenda: Ms. Dixie Waldrop to address City Council on the possibility of starting a Miss Clemson and Miss Teen Clemson scholarship pageant in the City of Clemson  - Ms. Dixie Waldrop, Clemson University Student, addressed council with a request to consider support funding for the startup of the Miss Clemson and Miss Teen Clemson pageant. Ms. Waldrop stated that the Miss America Pageant is the largest scholarship provider to young women in the nation, with the Miss South Carolina Pageant being the largest scholarship provider in the Miss America Organization. In just 6 weeks Ms. Waldrop has already secured a $5000 scholarship award for the winner of the Miss Clemson Pageant. The Pageant will be held on January 23rd at the Brooks 
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Center. Mayor Cook asked Council to look over the pageant budget and council will vote on an amount to contribute at the next council meeting. Receive a status report on Clemson Area Transit’s new CAT-app GPS system, grant funding for conducting route analysis, and recent recognition award for the CAT and City of Seneca electric bus system partnership – Mr. Al Babinicz, CAT Director reported that the bus tracking app was complete and ready to go live. The new free app has alert features so that you get an alert notice when the bus is almost to your chosen stop and can tell you the percentage full of each bus. The app has all the routes and GPS tracking of each bus on each route. The back end of the app can send ridership reports, trend analysis, and other data to CAT. This project was completed on time and on budget. Mr. Babinicz also reported that CAT had received $50,000 grant from GPATS. In 2016 CAT will hire a consultant to do a root analysis of all CAT bus routes. They are in the process of preparing the RFP now. Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator, asked Council member Ducworth and Council Member Chapman to continue to sit in on the process, both agreed. Mr. Babinicz reported that CAT and the City of Seneca, jointly, had recently been awarded the 2014 Spare the Air award given by SC DHEC for environmental stewardship. This award was given for the electric bus project. Lowell Arwoood, City of Clemson IT Director, demoed the CAT App.  Discuss the method of architectural and construction procurement for the new City of Clemson fire substation – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator, gave a brief description of the difference between design/build and design/bid, stating some pros and cons of each. Mr. Cotton stated that the City has used both methods successfully. Council discussed both options and Don Collins, owner’s representative for quality control, was included in the discussion. Council directed staff to proceed with the design/ build method. Receive the FY 2014/2015 Leased Property Financial Report – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator, reported that the leased properties owned by the City had a good year with most of the expenses being incurred by the Child Development Center. $66,000 has been put into the maintenance account for next year. Mr. Blondeau also stated that Council will likely see higher expenses next year since there were no real expenses incurred this year. Littlejohn Community Center’s parking lot will need to be resurfaced soon and Community Development Funds will be used for it. Receive financial reports from Ms. Tommye Hurst, Executive Director of the Clemson Arts Center, as a condition of the Arts and Culture Commissions recommendation for additional funding for the Clemson Festival of Arts – Ms. Tommye Hurst, Director of the Arts Center, reported that the Festival of Arts, held in May was a successful event but without financial support from the City, the Arts Center would not be able to hold it again as it is a great burden on their resources with no tangible return. Julie Peters, Chair of the Arts and Culture Commission, gave a recommendation on behalf of the Commission to give the Arts Center $25,000 in funding. Council Member Fowler asked if this was a one-time request or an ongoing request. Ms. 
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Hurst stated that it needed to be ongoing. Council Member Fowler wanted to know what the $25,000 would be used for, specifically.  Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator, wanted to know whether the City was being asked to fund the Festival or operating expenses for the Arts Center. Following discussion Ms. Hurst agreed to provide a report outlining the Arts Center budget for the next Council meeting. Staff and Council Reports: Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reported that the proposed sewer line agreement is in its final format. The ammonia reduction project is nearing final completion and should be finished in time for the 1st Clemson football game. The retaining wall on HWY 123 is 65% complete and although the goal was to have it finished by the time students came back, the unseasonably hot weather has slowed the project. They have finished interviewing for the WWTP Design/ bid and hope to name the contractor at the next Council meeting. One of City Council’s goals for this year was for a comprehensive review of the City’s Architectural Review Board (ARB) and standards.  The Planning Office completed a draft of revised standards to initiate this discussion and this was shared with the ARB on Monday evening.  Next Monday the Planning Commission will receive a copy, and at the August 17th City Council meeting, Council will be provided a draft.  Mr. Cotton suggests that City Council consider having a joint work session with all three of these boards to have the initial review and discussion of the ARB changes.   
Policy/Action Agenda: Consider 2nd Reading of a proposed text amendment 2015-R-14 an Ordinance to Amend Article III Residential Districts to allow Game day Parking as a conditional use in residential districts and a proposed amendment to Section 19-107 Definitions to add a definition for Game day Parking.  Mr. Todd Steadman, Zoning and Codes Administrator, presented this item for a second discussion, Council Member Chapman recused himself from this discussion.  Having no changes Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Fowler to approve the 2nd Reading of a proposed text amendment 2015-R-14 an Ordinance to Amend Article III Residential Districts to allow Game day Parking as a conditional use in residential districts and a proposed amendment to Section 19-107 Definitions to add a definition for Game day Parking.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider 1st Reading of proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendments to Section 19-107 Definitions to add a definition of Short-term Rentals, Section 19-303 Table 19-303 to add Short-term rentals as a conditional accessory use in residential districts, and to amend Section 19-305 to add conditional use standards for short-term rentals in residential districts and to update Section 19-107 Definitions –  Mr. Todd Steadman, Zoning and Codes Administrator presented this item for discussion. The purpose of this ordinance is to make short term rental housing legal, Council will review and set standards and guidelines at a later date. After much discussion, Council Member Ducworth made a motion that was seconded by Council Member Cox to approve 1st Reading of proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendments to Section 19-107 
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Definitions to add a definition of Short-term Rentals, Section 19-303 Table 19-303 to add Short-term rentals as a conditional accessory use in residential districts, and to amend Section 19-305 to add conditional use standards for short-term rentals in residential districts and to update Section 19-107 Definitions with the elimination of “obtain and maintain yearly housing permit” from table 19-305 C 18A line 2. Council Members Cox, Ducworth, Fowler, Chapman, and Mayor Cook voted in favor of this motion.  Council Member Hay voted in opposition to this motion.  Motion passes 5 to 1 vote. (See attached.) Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment to Section 19-603 Exceptions to maximum Structure Height to include non-habitable architectural features – Mr. Todd Steadman, Zoning and Codes Administrator presented this item for discussion. Council Member Fowler made a motion that was seconded by Council Member Chapman to approve the 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment to Section 19-603 Exceptions to maximum Structure Height to include non-habitable architectural features.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. (See attached.) Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Ordinance text to amend Section 19-804 Shared Parking to amend standards for shared parking in commercial districts and Section 19-802. Off-Street Parking Space Requirements for Medical Uses – Mr. Todd Steadman, Zoning and Codes Administrator presented this item for discussion. After researching national and regional standards, Mr. Steadman found that the City of Clemson was more restrictive in its “allowed” parking for medical offices. This amendment will allow medical offices to double the amount of required spaces. Council Member Chapman made a motion that was seconded by Council Member Ducworth to approve the 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Ordinance text to amend Section 19-804 Shared Parking to amend standards for shared parking in commercial districts and Section 19-802. Off-Street Parking Space Requirements for Medical Uses.  Vote on this item was unanimous. (See 

attached.) Consider 1st Reading of an Ordinance to amend Article 3, Section 12-44 and Article 5, Section 12-83 and 12-87 of the City of Clemson Municipal Code regarding local option accommodations tax, hospitality tax and hospitality fee remittance by defining when a payment must be postmarked to be considered for on time payment – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item for discussion. Amending the Ordinance will bring the City in line with the State’s deadline.  If the 20th falls on a Saturday, they will have until the following Monday to have their fee post marked. Council Member Cox made a motion that was seconded by Council Member Fowler to approve the 1st Reading of an Ordinance to amend Article 3, Section 12-44 and Article 5, Section 12-83 and 12-87 of the City of Clemson Municipal Code regarding local option accommodations tax, hospitality tax and hospitality fee remittance by defining when a payment must be postmarked to be considered for on time payment. The vote on this item was unanimous. (See attached) Consider expanding the scope of the College Avenue Lighting Project to include retrofitting the 32 Hadco fixtures between Keith Street and Tiger Blvd with LED fixtures – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City 
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Administrator presented this item and requested to use the surplus of $13,000.00 from the original project plus an additional $7500.00 to retrofit the rest of the street lights along College Ave. with the same bulbs so that the lighting will be uniform. The new bulbs will also be more efficient and require less maintenance. The additional $7500.00 would come from the Hospitality Tax Fund. Council Member Hay made a motion that was seconded by Council member Ducworth to approve expanding the scope of the College Avenue Lighting Project to include retrofitting the 32 Hadco fixtures between Keith Street and Tiger Blvd with LED fixtures with an additional $7500.00 to complete the project. Vote on this item was unanimous. Consider a Bid from Gregory Electric in the amount of $44,700.00 to install 11 street lights on N. Clemson Avenue. Also consider allocating an additional $6,786.00 from the Hospitality Tax Fund to the North Clemson Lighting Project – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item. The allocation of the additional $6,786.00 is to purchase the light fixtures, Gregory Electric’s bid was for installation only. Council Member Ducworth made a motion that was seconded by Council Member Cox to accept the Bid from Gregory Electric in the amount of $44,700.00 to install 11 street lights on N. Clemson Avenue and to allocate an additional $6,786.00 from the Hospitality Tax Fund to the North Clemson Lighting Project. Vote on this item was unanimous. (See attached.)  Consider a Recommendation from the Arts and Cultural Commission to provide $10,000 to the Clemson Arts Center to support the Clemson Festival of Arts and assure its long-term sustainability – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator. This item was tabled until the next council meeting. Consider a request from the Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce to display a banner in the flag plaza honoring Vietnam Veterans – Mr. Kade Herrick, Tourism Director for the Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce, requested to place a 4x8 banner in the flag plaza from September 1st through September 15th honoring Vietnam Veterans. Council Member Ducworth made a motion that was seconded by Council Member Fowler to approve the request from the Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce to display a banner in the flag plaza honoring Vietnam Veterans starting September 1st for 15 consecutive days. Vote on this item was unanimous.    
Executive Session: Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Chapman to enter into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.   Following Executive Session Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Fowler to exit Executive Session and return to regular session.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  Mayor Cook reported that Council discussed the personnel issue.  Mayor and Council then appointed Ms. Teresa Daniel to succeed Judge Gary Barnes upon his retirement on December 31st.  Staff will advertise for the assistant judge position.  
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There being no further business, a motion was made, duly seconded, and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:31 p.m. Respectfully submitted,    Approved  ________________________________________   By: _____________________________________ Lindsey Newton     J.C. Cook III, Mayor Administration  


