
Regular Council Meeting 
April 20, 2015 

Council Chamber – Clemson City Hall 

  
 

 

Call to Order:  Mayor Pro Tem, Tim Fowler at 7:30 p.m. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:  Council Member Ducworth 
Members present:  Mayor Pro Tem, Tim Fowler presiding, Council Members Chapman, Cox, Ducworth, and Hay.  Absent: Mayor J.C. Cook, III and Council Member Oswald. 
Media present:  Greg Oliver, the Journal; Vince Jackson, the Independent Mail 
Notification emailed:  April 8, 2015 to the Greenville News, the Journal, the Independent Mail, the Pickens 

Sentinel, the Easley Progress; WSNW Radio, WYFF Channel 4, WSPA Channel 7 and Fox 21 TV News  
Public Session:  Mayor Pro Tem Fowler presiding–   Ms. Tommye Hurst, Executive Director -The Arts Center, requested Council’s consideration at the next Council meeting for a banner display of the 5th Annual Arts Festival.    Mr. Chad Carson, 213 Lark Circle, Planning Commission Member, spoke about the Grandmarc project and his concerns for the front facade of the design, specifically on the second story.  He said he felt it was a positive project but did not realize the design of the front was so flat.    Mr. Eric Newton, 501 Village Walk Lane spoke about the Grandmarc project and agreed with Mr. Carson.    He also invited Council and the public to the Friends of the Green Crescent meeting on May 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the City Hall Community Room.  Mr. David Allison, 217 Camelot Rd. spoke about the Grandmarc project and said he applauded the contemporary building design. He spoke of concerns for the street front being pedestrian friendly; and the need for a pedestrian crossing at traffic light location; a bus stop with safe access; and a pedestrian gateway to the Arts Center.  Ms. Whitney Sexton, spoke about the Grandmarc project and also agreed with Mr. Carson.  She stated she felt there was a need to update the area but not with student housing and it was not the right look for the future.  Ms. Hurst spoke again and announced that The Arts and Culture Commission will conduct a Public Forum on April 28th at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall Community Room.  Chief Jimmy Dixon, Clemson Police Department recognized award recipients: Captain Jeff Stone, Tri County Tech Alumni of the Year; Sgt. Josh Caldwell, Bronze Award for DUI enforcement; MPO Ren Johnson, Bronze Award for DUI enforcement; and Officer Travis Roberts, DPS Officer of the Year for DUI enforcement for agencies between 25 and 50 sworn officers.  Council congratulated them for their great accomplishment. 
Approval of Minutes: April 6, 2016 were approved as presented. 
Reports/Discussion Agenda: Discuss the concept of authorizing a “Little Library” program established within the City of Clemson and possible locations, allowable structures, and other issues related thereto – Council Member Cox 
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   introduced Ms. Dot Yandle, Ms. Tommye Hurst, and Mr. Tony Tidwell, to discuss the program.  Ms. Yandle introduced the concept and presented examples of the little houses that are generally found in historical areas.  She said it is an invitation for a free library to take a book and bring a book.  The idea was initiated from a gentleman in Wisconsin and now there are over 20,000 across the United States.  Ms. Yandle said that her book club were very positive about participating in the program and they would start with establishing three initial libraries, #1 at Goldenview, #2 at Nettles Park and #3 at Old Calhoun.  They are not requesting the City to fund the structures or plans, that would be done with volunteers and the book club has appointed 3 persons as stewards of the establishments.  They will need to request permission to build in the 3 locations and have assistance to avoid water/gas lines, and consider any other issues of the City.  Mr. Bill Hurst will build the structures and once the libraries are established, the new Cultural Commission could take it over and add multiple locations.  Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator stated that the Zoning Administrator and the Public Works Director would have to review the plans and report any issues that need to be addressed prior to building the structures. Discuss the Pinehurst Residential Development Infrastructure Reimbursement Agreement request and consider reimbursement rate for Sidewalk Construction – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator presented a rendering of the sidewalks required at $17,524 and added sidewalks at $22,150.00.  He said staff needed to know the participation level desired by Council.  Council discussed concerns for reimbursement on what is required, but agreed on reimbursing the additional sidewalk.  Council Member Ducworth noted a comparison of other reimbursements on required infrastructure.  Council discussed options for the reimbursement and directed staff to present an agreement at the next meeting for a formal vote. Discuss Proposed Fee Increase for services rendered in the Planning & Codes Administration Department – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning Director presented the proposed fee increase and stated that there had been no changes in fees over the last 15 years except permits and they are not in the request.  She gave an overview of the increased fees to cover costs for services that are included in Demolition Permits; Re-inspections (fees for no shows); Plan Reviews;  Plan Review Revisions or Revisions to Approved Plans; Land Development Reviews; Rental Housing Inspection Late Fees and re-inspection fee and no shows/ additional label fees; and Rezoning Fees; Plan Development; BZA and BAR Fees.  This year’s budget also includes an additional full-time Building Inspector.  Council requested a comparison from other municipalities’ fee structure. Staff and Council Reports:  Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reported that the next PCMA meeting is Monday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. at Pickens; the issues with one bid on the Hwy 123 retaining wall was discussed with SCDOT and they advised to rebid for a 2 week period for June start date.  Last week Stantech’s master plan not finalized for Pacelot Milliken so they have moved charrettes to the week of May 18th.  Southern Wesleyan University 



          Regular Council Meeting 
           April 20, 2015 
   hand delivered a letter of request for funding assistance on the new Tennis Courts.  The City has already contributed $20,000.00 and if Council desires it will be on next agenda – Lisa McWhorter is contact for any questions.  The 2015-2016 Budget books will be done next week to present at the May 4th agenda and Council will consider dates for Budget Work Session.    Council Member Fowler reported that he, and Council Members Ducworth and Chapman attended the CAT meeting with Clemson University and it was very positive.  They discussed items that can possibly make a difference with a commitment from the University.  They recognized that both sides have fallen short and that the partnership is desired so there will be monthly meetings moving forward.   
Policy/Action Agenda: Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Planned Development: The Grandmarc at Clemson at 139 Anderson Highway – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning Director presented the request to rezone the CP2 to a Planned Development for a mixed use and the comments received were discussed in public session with concerns of the exterior architecture of the building.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval of this project.  Mr. Russ Davis, Developer provided an update and said there would not be a traffic signal but there would be a pedestrian crossing, a bus shelter, a bus pull off and pedestrian access to The Arts Center.  The Architect, Lisa Lani also provided an update of changes to the exterior architecture.  Council discussed the traffic study, the pedestrian crosswalk and the longevity of the structure.  Mr. Davis stated that he was willing to have an open dialogue with Council and City staff to move forward and address the issues that have been discussed.  Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to approve 1st Reading of a proposed Planned Development: The Grandmarc at Clemson at 139 Anderson Highway.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.   Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Text Amendment, to amend Section 19-802 Off-Street Parking Space Requirements for Elementary Schools Table 19-802 and Section 19-807 Vehicular Use Area Design Standards to Allow Use of Occasional Parking Requirements – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning Director presented this item for parking at Elementary Schools to be different with less drivers.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the amendment.  Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to approve 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Text Amendment, to amend Section 19-802 Off-Street Parking Space Requirements for Elementary Schools Table 19-802 and Section 19-807 Vehicular Use Area Design Standards to Allow Use of Occasional Parking Requirements.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Text Amendment, Amend Table Section 19-404. Density, Bulk, and Dimensional Requirements for Principal and Accessory Uses and/or Structures in the Non-residential Districts, Table 19-404-1, Density, Bulk, and Dimensional Requirements for Principal and Accessory Uses and/or Structures in the Non-residential Districts, Endnotes 7 and 8 – Ms. Sharon Richardson, 
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   Planning Director presented this item with clarity in the language for the two structures.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the amendment.  Council Member Cox made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ducworth to approve 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Text Amendment, Amend Table Section 19-404. Density, Bulk, and Dimensional Requirements for Principal and Accessory Uses and/or Structures in the Non-residential Districts, Table 19-404-1, Density, Bulk, and Dimensional Requirements for Principal and Accessory Uses and/or Structures in the Non-residential Districts, Endnotes 7 and 8.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Amendment to the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map to add parcels as Potential Development between Forest Lane and Stephens Road – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning Director presented this item to include additional properties the owner has recently acquired.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval amendment.  Council member Chapman made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to approve 1st Reading of a proposed Amendment to the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map to add parcels as Potential Development between Forest Lane and Stephens Road.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. Consider 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Text Amendment to Section 19-302 Table 19-302 Table of Uses for Residential Districts and Section 19-305 Table 19-305 Conditional Uses and Special Exception Standards for Residential Districts to include additional language in Group Homes Use Type – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning Director presented this item to clarify language for Group Homes with individuals aging out of Foster Care.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the amendment.  Council Member Cox made a motion, seconded by Council member Chapman to approve 1st Reading of a proposed Zoning Text Amendment to Section 19-302 Table 19-302 Table of Uses for Residential Districts and Section 19-305 Table 19-305 Conditional Uses and Special Exception Standards for Residential Districts to include additional language in Group Homes Use Type.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. Consider 1st Reading of a request for an Amendment to the City of Clemson Zoning Map to rezone portion of the City Hall Municipal Complex including the Police Station and the Clemson Free Clinic from R-20, Single Family Residential to CP-2, Community Business – Ms. Sharon Richardson, Planning Director presented this item and explained that City Hall is zoned as single family and the remainder of the properties along Tiger Blvd are CP2.  The section behind City Hall will remain a conservation area as Single Family Residential to protect the residents there.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval to rezone.  Council Member Hay made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to approve 1st Reading of a request for an Amendment to the City of Clemson Zoning Map to rezone portion of the City Hall Municipal Complex including the Police Station and the Clemson Free Clinic from R-20, Single Family Residential to CP-2, Community Business.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  
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   Consider converting the overhead Duke Energy utility lines on Clemson Street to an underground service in the amount of $20,750.00 – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item to submit a letter of intent to convert the power lines in the Calhoun District streetscape project.  Council Member Ducworth made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to approve converting the overhead Duke Energy utility lines on Clemson Street to an underground service in the amount of $20,750.00.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider converting the overhead AT&T utility lines on Clemson Street to an underground service in the amount of $10,757.71 – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item to convert the utility lines to underground and stated that AT&T requires payment up front.  Council Member Chapman made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to approve converting the overhead AT&T utility lines on Clemson Street to an underground service in the amount of $10,757.71.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. Consider setting a date for public hearings for three proposed Zoning Amendments.  Council set the date for a public hearing on May 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. There being no further business, a motion was made, duly seconded, and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at  9:21 p.m. Respectfully submitted,    Approved  ________________________________________   By: _____________________________________ Beverly A. Coleman, CMC     J.C. Cook III, Mayor  
 


