
Regular Council Meeting 
March 16, 2015 

Council Chamber – Clemson City Hall 
 

  

Call to Order: Mayor J.C. Cook, III at 7:30 p.m. 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:  Council Member Fowler 
Members present:  Mayor J.C. Cook, III presiding, Council Members Chapman, Cox, Ducworth, Fowler, Hay and Oswald.   
Media present: Greg Oliver – the Journal 
Notification emailed:  March 12, 2015 to the Greenville News, the Journal, the Independent Mail, the Pickens 

Sentinel, the Easley Progress; WSNW Radio, WYFF Channel 4, WSPA Channel 7 and Fox 21 TV News  
Public Session:  Mayor Pro Tem Fowler presiding–  Mr. David Lane, Clemson Area Chamber invited Mayor and Council to a legislative forum with the Oconee Pickens Chamber Coalition on March 26th from 3-5:00 p.m. at Duke World of Energy to discuss two issues that will impact municipalities and businesses from the State Legislature: 1) 18,000 miles of roads proposed to give back to municipalities (any road less than a mile) with no funding. 2) reform of business license fees to a $100 flat fee.  Local officials and representatives will be present to get feedback from the eight communities in the area about these issues.  The forum will be followed by Business After Hours from the local Chambers. Mr. Henry Young, 127 Hawthorne St. spoke about rumors that a fishing pond was going behind BiLo on Summey Street and Hawthorne; and what was going in the Old Food Lion building because contractors have been seen working there.  Mayor Cook and Council Members were not aware of either project.  
Approval of Minutes: March 2, 2015 were approved as presented. 
Reports/Discussion Agenda: Receive the annual report from the City of Clemson Police Department – Chief Jimmy Dixon presented a summary of the Police report and stated that they had the highest activity in 2014 than he has seen in his years of service since 2002.  The percentage of citizen generated calls were 62% and the Investigative team cleared more cases with arrests in 2014.  Mayor Cook questioned if the increase of alcohol related arrests were from the increase of party registrations and Chief Dixon responded that it was not, that it was because of the type arrests, i.e. DUI, etc.  He said the Police department has dealt with a different group of young people than in past years and obviously the officers are doing their job.   Council Member Fowler questioned the arrest for Liquor Violations and Chief Dixon said it was for Open Container, Minor in Possession and Sell to Underage.  Chief Dixon also noted that the report included three new areas showing demographic detail.  He then requested Mayor and Council contact him if they had any more questions after reviewing the full report.   Receive a Request from the developers of Pinehurst residential redevelopment project for consideration of City of Clemson financial participation in sidewalk construction through a possible Infrastructure Reimbursement Agreement (IRA) – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator introduced Mr. Tom 
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Winkopp, developer of the Pinehurst project on Pine St, Oak St. and North Clemson Ave. and he said there is currently no sidewalks in this area and he has requested an IRA for them to be included in this project.  He said the townhouses required partial area of sidewalks but he wanted to add them to the entire project for North Clemson and Oak Street.  He said the assessed value is a minimum of $6.5 million for the student housing project.  Mayor Cook asked if he could include sidewalks on Pine St. as well and add them to the reimbursement.  Mr. Winkopp said that he did not have problem adding the sidewalk to all of Pine St. and he would speak to the Civil Engineer to see if it could be done.  Mayor Cook also asked if the project incorporated Stormwater and Mr. Winkopp said it requires an onsite detention because it is more than an acre and it is part of the plan. Staff and Council Reports: Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator reported that the consulting firm Stanteck was here working on the Pacelott Milliken Master Plan with meetings all week with different entities for stakeholder interviews.  SCDOT was present in the meeting today and he asked if the traffic signal cameras at Hwy 123 were working.  They responded that they think they are but they are at the 2 yr. cycle which means reports are due on them and that information will be provided to Council.  SCDOT also said that a traffic signal for Patrick Square at Camelot and Issaqueena is going to happen so easements will not be premature and they are reviewing numbers to start preliminary work.  The next planning meeting on the Old Calhoun project is April 2nd in the Community Room at 6:00 p.m.  The next PCMA meeting is March 23rd at Norris.   Mayor Cook reported that he attended the GPATS meeting today and it was announced that CAT is now a direct recipient.  GTA also has a new Chairman.  He then reported that Pickens County is honoring four Congressional Medals of Honor recipients on Monday, May 25th at 10:00 a.m. at the Liberty Auditorium and Senator Graham will speak.  All four were bestowed the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously which is the highest military award in our nation.  Following the event at the Liberty Auditorium attendees will drive to the sites where the new granite memorials are set in honor of them. 
Policy/Action Agenda: Consider 1st Reading of an Ordinance to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission to deny the proposed text amendment to Article 7 Signs Section 19-706.D.7 and Section 19-706.C.8. for Electronic Reader Board Standards – Ms. Jennifer Folz, City Planner presented this item and stated that the Planning Commission’s recommendation was to deny the amendment and remove all message board signs because of SCDOT recommendations and affordability of this type signage for smaller businesses.  There have been no comments since the public hearing and the draft has also been amended for errors in numbering only.  Council Member Oswald also noted other minor text corrections.  Council Member Chapman made a motion, seconded by Council Member Fowler to approve 1st Reading of an Ordinance for the proposed text amendment to Article 7 Signs Section 19-706.D.7 and Section 19-706.C.8. for Electronic Reader Board 
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Standards with acceptance of a friendly amendment to the noted text changes.  Mayor Cook stated that the footage is different in the Ordinance than what originally was discussed but can be changed at a later date.  He also noted that the Ordinance does not force any business to purchase a sign.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.   Consider 1st Reading of an Ordinance for Stormwater Management and creation of a Stormwater Utility – Mr. Kent Guthrie, City Engineer presented this item and said that the Ordinance states how many REI fees there will be and the Resolution that is on the next item states the fee amount.  He said that there also has to be a repeal of the current Ordinance.  Council Member Oswald made a motion, seconded by Council Member Cox to repeal the current Ordinance and approve the new Ordinance for Stormwater Management and creation of a Stormwater Utility.  Vote on this motion was unanimous. Consider a Resolution that establishes fees for Stormwater Utility in the City of Clemson – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item that establishes a REI fee at $4.00 a month and $12.00 a month for commercial.  Council Member Fowler made a motion, seconded by Council Member Oswald to approve a Resolution that establishes fees for Stormwater Utility in the City of Clemson.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider setting the date and time for a special called meeting for the purpose of consideration of 2nd Reading of the Stormwater Management and creation of a Stormwater Utility in the City of Clemson – Mr. Rick Cotton, City Administrator presented this item and Council set the date/time for the special called meeting on Monday, March 23rd at 6:00 p.m.   Consider Bids for the demolition of 106 Shaw Street Extension – Mr. Andy Blondeau, Assistant City Administrator presented this item and said this property had been condemned but the owner does not have the funds to demolish it.  The owner qualifies for Community Development funding so the City has received the bids and recommends S. H. Carter Development for the demolition.  Council Member Hay made a motion, seconded by Council Member Ducworth to approve the bid award to S.H. Carter Development for the demolition of 106 Shaw Street Extension in the amount of $5,900.00.  Vote on this motion was unanimous.  (See attached.) Consider setting the date and time and advertise for a special called public hearing for the proposed Grandmarc at Clemson Planned Development – Ms. Jennifer Folz, City Planner presented this item and Council scheduled the public hearing for Monday, April 6th at 6:30 p.m. Consider setting the date and time for a public hearing on Zoning Text Amendments – Ms. Jennifer Folz, City Planner presented this item and Council scheduled the public hearing for Monday, April 6th at 6:30 p.m. Consider determining dates for Clemson Clean Sweep & use of Hospitality Fee Funds for promotional costs – Council Member Cox presented this item and introduced Mr. Nathan Weaver, Wildlife Biologist who 
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spoke about the impact that plastic grocery bags have on the environment.  Mr. Weaver provided detailed information on the impact of the plastic bags and what other states and even other countries are doing to control the issues.  Mr. Weaver presented an idea to kick off an educational campaign during the Clemson Clean Sweep April 4th -8th and handing out 500-1000 cloth shopping bags.  The campaign would run for 6 months and involve the local businesses to educate all in the community.  He said he would also like to work with the Clemson University’s Creative Inquiry Class this fall to monitor changes in the use before and after the campaign to have the research from the undergraduate class.  Council Member Cox commended Mr. Weaver for his efforts and said that she has discussed the program with staff.   She said she was definitely in support of developing a program and Mayor Cook said there was a study done by the University on how the different types of plastics are recycled.  Mr. Weaver stated that these plastic bags are the easiest to recycle but his argument is that if they are “not” recycled they stay in the environment for up to “1000 years”.  Council discussed ways to collect the plastic bags for recycling; banning the use of plastic bags; and the use of the cloth bags.  Mayor Cook and Mr. Cotton suggested Mr. Weaver present the program to the Creative Inquiry Class for fall semester and kick off the education program with the Clean Sweep.  Council Member Cox noted that the cloth shopping bags would not be available as a part of the Clean Sweep this year. There being no further business, a motion was made, duly seconded, and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. Respectfully submitted,    Approved  ________________________________________   By: _____________________________________ Beverly A. Coleman, CMC     J.C. Cook III, Mayor    


