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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Hello fellow citizens! 

What a wonderful spring we have enjoyed. Clemson City Council members and I know 
that it has also been a frustrating spring season as well, due to all the construction that 
has occurred both in the city and across the University. We appreciate the patience 
that you all have had so far and ask you to bear with us as this construction continues 
during the next year.  We will all get through this – and we can see some light at the 
end of the tunnel on some of these projects. 

College Avenue and downtown have shouldered the brunt of this work, but we have turned the corner on these 
projects and will see improvement in our utility infrastructure by having this work completed. We also have 
experienced frustration on the new retaining wall on Highway 123, as it had some structural issues that required 
attention. Please be assured that City Council and our employees are doing everything possible to make sure 
the corrective action of these defects is permanent and safe for us all.   That extra work will not cost the City 
any additional money, as all large public infrastructure work is bonded by the contactor – which will pay any 
extra costs to get the job done correctly.  As we continue moving into the summer months, you will see more 
construction begin as the SCDOT railroad underpass work will be starting up again.  We ask for your patience - as 
this project has been needed to be completed for several years now. We know there has been a frustration to a lot 
of us during this stoppage. Once completed, we should all see the benefi ts of this project in improved traffi c fl ow.  
In addition to the work at the College Avenue underpass, the Calhoun District streetscape project will be starting 
- which will make our city that much nicer when completed. Please allow for a little extra time when you have 
to travel through these areas of construction so that you and the construction workers remain safe throughout the 
work zones.

In addition to the ongoing construction projects, there are several other issues that City Council has been 
addressing. Because of all the excitement that comes with a university that is growing and has such a wonderful 
fan base in their athletic programs, there are two important issues that City Council has been discussing. These 
two issues are game-day parking and short-term residential house rentals. We believe that we have come up with 
fair ordinances to carry these issues forward.  Council wants to make sure that we are fair to those residents who 
want to rent their lawns for parking and their houses to make additional household income - while ensuring that 
these actions do not cause a disruption or nuisance in the neighborhood. We know this is a balancing act and we 
will monitor these situations during the next year to see if the new ordinances that are approved are doing the job. 
If we see that these need tweaking - we will do that in the following year. Thank you to each of you who have 
called, sent letters, and attended public meetings to make your feelings known to Council. We are all citizens here 
in our great town and want what’s best for us all. 

Another issue we are working on is the Central-Clemson Recreation Center renovations that need attention.  
The Indoor Recreation Center will soon be 18 years old, and many of the major pool and building components 
are in need of major maintenance or replacement at the same time.  This is creating a fi nancial hardship for the 
operations of the facility – and we are working to address these needs in a manner that will focus on both the 
short and long-term operational success of the Indoor Recreation Center.   I especially want to thank all our young 
citizens for the fl ood of letters that have piled up on my desk - as well as all of you who have expressed concern 
over what’s going to happen to the facility. We know the CCRC is important to a lot of people and we will work 
hard to do what is best for the facility and its members. I don’t have a concrete answer right now to tell you what 
is going to happen, because it will be a joint decision of both the Clemson City Council AND the Central City 
Council. 

(Mayor’s Letter continued page 4) 
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(Mayor’s Letter continued)

The CCRC has been a very positive partnership 
between our two communities for many years and we 
have worked well together in providing one of the fi nest 
recreation facilities in the Upstate.  I feel confi dent that 
our mutual efforts will continue in future years. The 
Clemson City Council will continue to work hard to 
address these concerns about renovations in a positive 
manner for the betterment of our entire area.

Thank you again to everyone that has had to put up 
with delays and detours during this past construction 
period, as well as to those who will have to do the same 
in the future months. We will get through this together 
and enjoy the fruits of our labor when completed. Have 
a fun and joyful summer!
                                             
             Mayor J.C. Cook, III

MAYOR & 3 COUNCIL MEMBER SEATS 
UP FOR ELECTION

City of Clemson Candidate Filing (nonpartisan)

The Board of Voter Registration and Elections of 
Pickens County will be conducting the City of Clemson 
Municipal Election on November 8, 2016. This is a 
nonpartisan election and no party affi liation shall be 
placed on the ballot. The following offi ces will be on 
the ballot for Clemson - Mayor, and 3 City Council 
Seats.

Registered voters who have lived in and have been a 
resident of this municipality for a period of not less 
than 6-months immediately preceding the date of this 
election may fi le as a candidate beginning at noon, July 
18, 2016 until fi ling closes at noon on August 1, 2016. 

Candidates will fi le during normal business hours 
(M-F, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm) with:

 Beverly Coleman, City Clerk
Clemson City Hall 

1250 Tiger Boulevard, Suite 1 
Clemson, SC 29631 

The Statement of Intention of Candidacy can be 
downloaded at http://pickenselections.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/02/SEC-FRM-1008-200912-Statement-
of-Intention-of-Candidacy-Nonpartisan.pdf

At the time of fi ling, each candidate must submit a 
completed Statement of Candidacy Form and pay the 
$10 fi ling fee.  

CITY COUNCIL NEWS

In accordance with SC Code of Laws 7-13-190 (E), no 
municipal election shall be held if the same number of 
candidates fi le as seats to fi ll during the fi ling period and 
no person has fi led a written declaration to be a write-in 
candidate with the City Clerk by noon on August 15, 
2016.

For more information on City of Clemson 
Candidate Filing:

http://pickenselections.org

TERMS ENDING

Mayor and City Council Members serve terms of 
four years. Terms end for Mayor J.C. Cook, III and 
3 Council Members - Crossie Cox, John Ducworth, 
III and Jim Oswald this fall. After November, 
newly elected terms will begin December 2016 
and will end December 2020.

TERMS REMAINING

City Council Members remaining in offi ce are 
Michael “Tim” Fowler, June Hay and Jerry 
Chapman. Their terms will end December 2018.
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in progress, for example, new family and student 
housing, 2 new hotels, an assisted living facility and 2 
new medical offi ces.

Jacob and his wife Leah have a 10 month old daughter 
named Mabel. According to Jacob, the family is 
enjoying living in the area. Swimming and boating in 
the lakes, walking through the Botanical Gardens and 
hiking in the mountains are just the beginning of their 
exploration of this vibrant community.  

The City of Clemson welcomes Jacob and his family 
to the Upstate of South Carolina. We look forward to 
working with Jacob for many years as we serve our 
community together.  

Jacob Peabody was recently named the new City of 
Clemson Zoning Administrator.  Jacob’s home town is 
Cambridge, Massachusetts and he has deep roots in that 
state. The City of Peabody, Massachusetts was named 
for one of his famous ancestors, George Peabody.  
Entrepreneur George Peabody used most of his fortune 
to establish museums, libraries and educational funds. 
A portion of his philanthropy was instrumental in 
founding both Harvard and Yale Universities.  This is a 
heritage that Jacob is proud to share.

Growing up, Jacob had an opportunity to live in 
various places, including Massachusetts, New York, 
Rhode Island, and the Marshall Islands. His family 
has traditionally been in land development and the 
construction business.  Early on, Jacob was encouraged 
to develop his skills in the family profession.  He landed 
a job with the Town of Coventry, Rhode Island before 
graduating from Rhode Island College.  During his 10-
year tenure at the Town of Coventry, Jacob began as 
an Intern and after graduation, was hired as a Building 
Inspector. Then he was promoted to a Zoning Offi cial 
and fi nally named as Assistant Planner and Zoning and 
Codes Administrator.

Clemson City Planner Todd Steadman stated, “Having 
done the job for a few years, I knew how critical it was 
to fi nd the right person to be our Zoning and Codes 
Administrator. The job requires a lot of knowledge and 
a lot of attention to detail. But, it also requires the right 
personality. It is best done by someone who is fi rm 
but fair and it doesn’t hurt to have a sense of humor. 
Jacob Peabody possesses all those traits which is why 
I was able to recommend him for the position without 
reservation.”

When asked how he feels about moving to South 
Carolina, Jacob responded that he is honored to work 
for the City Planing & Codes Department during such 
an important stage of its growth and development. He 
stated, “I have been very impressed with the offi ce staff.  
I feel as a public servant, it is my job to look for ways to 
better assist the community and continue promoting an 
atmosphere where the public feels comfortable coming 
into the offi ce to have discussions about specifi c 
projects and more general topics and trends.” Several 
big projects are currently being planned or are already 

NEW ZONING ADMINISTRATOR NAMED

The Zoning and Codes Administrator Division 
is charged with the administration of the City 
Zoning Ordinance along with various other city 
codes related to land development and/or property 
maintenance. The Rental Housing Ordinance and 
the International Property Maintenance Code are 
two of these related ordinances. Coordination of 
construction documents for review in the building 
permit process, the Flood Damage Control 
Ordinance and E-911 addressing are also handled 
by this division.

Pictured above: Jacob and Leah Peabody and 10 month old 
daughter Mabel.
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Debra Shockley was recently named the new Victim’s 
Advocate for the City of Clemson Police Department.  
The Victim’s Advocate assists victims of crime and 
surviving families in cases of death. This assistance 
includes: providing advocacy services and immediate 
crisis intervention to victims either through personal 
or telephone contact, ensuring victims are aware 
of their rights, providing information regarding the 
investigative and criminal justice processes, assessing 
victim needs and provide information and referrals for 
follow-up services, acting as a liaison between victims 
and the courts, maintaining victim brochures, applying 
for victim assistance for medical and/or counseling 
needs and lost wages through the State Offi ce of Victim 
Assistance (SOVA), and providing activities and/or 
events to promote Community/Police relationships. 

Debra Shockley is no stranger to the demands and 
rewards of The Victim Advocate’s Offi ce.  She 
graduated from Anderson University with a B.S. in 
Human Services.  After graduation, Debra worked at 
the Anderson Mental Health Child and Adolescent 
Clinic as a Human Service Specialist for 3 years.  Then, 
she worked for the City of Anderson Police Department 
for 6 years as the Victim’s Advocate.  Debra said, “My 
heart is victim services and I feel blessed to serve in 
this capacity.  I want each victim to know they are not 
alone and someone cares and will fi ght for them!”

When Debra arrives at each day, she checks the reports 
for the last 24 hours and makes a list for needed 
contacts.  The Victim’s Advocate stated, “It is my goal 
to make sure that each victim is personally contacted 
regardless of the crime or monetary loss, either by 
phone, letter or personal visit.”  She goes on to say, “I 
want the community to know that the Clemson Police 
Department and Pickens County Sheriff’s Offi ce are 
good friends and have their best interest at heart. I 
believe that prevention is always the best policy; there 
are many roads to recovery for victims, but victims 
need to know what roads are available.”

Debra’s credo is “Know Me before You Need Me.”  She 
has planned several events during 2016 that promote 
crime prevention, safety and good police/community 
relations.  Some of the events include: Victim’s Rights 
Week that included several activities at different 

locations during the week in April, a Concession and 
Movie Night at the Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market in 
June, National Night Out at Nettles Park in August, and 
a Christmas Program in December. These events help 
the neighborhoods get to relate to those in local law 
enforcement and other public service in a healthy way. 
It also provides local businesses, schools, churches and 
service agencies an opportunity to participate and/or 
contribute to the activities while getting to know the 
community in a positive way.  

Police Chief Jimmy Dixon stated, “From the onset of 
Debra's hiring interview, she has been exceptional. She 
came in to the offi ce on her fi rst day and we have not 
missed a beat.  She is dedicated to any and all crime 
victims; however, more than that, she is dedicated to the 
City of Clemson. We are excited to see what the future 
holds for Debra, our Department and those within the 
City.”

The City of Clemson welcomes Debra Shockley as 
the Victim’s Advocate and looks forward to working 
with her to help improve the quality of life for its 
citizens by encouraging crime victim intervention, 
crime prevention, safety and good police/community 
relations.

NEW VICTIM’S ADVOCATE WELCOMED

Pictured above: Debra Shockley, new Victim’s Advocate for the 
City of Clemson. 



The Community Connection     7

COMMUNITY SHRED-IT DAY

The 4th annual shred event was held on Saturday, 
May 07, 2016 at City Hall. The event was sponsored 
by the City of Clemson and SHRED-IT. The beautiful 
weather brought out a large number of participants. 
Each participant was permitted to bring a maximum of 
4 bags/boxes of residential material to be shredded.

Shred-It employee Marque Leak assisted residents in 
unloading their vehicles and depositing the recyclables 
into the truck. Many residents also chose to stay and 
watch as their materials were destroyed on site. 

Clemson Police Department Victim’s Advocate 
Debra Shockley manned an information table with 
Identity Theft with Prevention and Recovery. Food 
and monetary donations were collected for Clemson 
Community Care (CCC).  

The Community Shred-It Day brought almost 2 tons 
of recyclable materials (compared to 3.8 tons last year 
and 3 tons the year before) for the event! Monetary 
donations totaled $223 and 431.9 pounds of food for 
the CCC Food Pantry.  

Next year’s event is tentatively planned for the fi rst 
Saturday in May.

STORMWATER
Quarterly Discussion

With spring and summer in full swing, now is a good 
time to discuss fertilization of your lawns and plants.  
Fertilizers are made of nutrients which help your lawn 
and plants grow, such as nitrogen and phosphorus.  
When it rains these nutrients can be carried by 
stormwater into the nearest stream or lake. Excess 
nutrient in the stormwater runoff can cause large algae 
growths. These large algae growths will create low 
oxygen environments which can hurt aquatic wildlife 
and possible lead to fi sh kills.

What can you do to help:
• Avoid the “shotgun” approach to lawn 
care, especially “weed and feed” products.
• Determine how much fertilizer your plants 
actually need by conducting a soil test using a local 
extension agent.  As an added bonus you may end 
up saving money on fertilizer purchases.
• Sweep up and remove fertilizers spilled on 
non-pervious surfaces (asphalt, concrete, etc.).  As 
soon as rain water hits these areas the fertilizers are 
instantly moved into the storm sewer network.
• Do not fertilize directly before a rain event, 
most of the fertilizer will wash off during the rain 
event.

If you live next to a water body:
• DO NOT fertilize within 15 to 20 feet of the 

water body (the Riparian Zone).
• Use riparian-specifi c herbicides if necessary.

Remember: By keeping a healthy distance from water 
bodies when using fertilizers, you minimize the amount 
of nutrients which enter our natural resources and help 
keep our streams clean.

For more information:
Nathan Hinkle, EIT

City of Clemson Stormwater Manager
E-Mail: nhinkle@cityofclemson.org

Phone: (864) 624-1126

CITY NEWS 
& UPDATES

Pictured above: (Left) Marqee Leak, Shred-It employee assisting 
(middle) unidentifi ed community member as Dianne Bitzer, City 
Records Manager (right) supervises the shredding process.
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SUMMER SAFETY

KEEPING YOUR FAMILY SAFE

The fi nal school bell has rung, the pencils and notebooks 
are packed away and the kids are ready for some summer 
fun! Children love the hot summer months that provide 
the perfect opportunity to spend lots of time outside. 
Whether it’s swimming in the pool, hiking through the 
woods, taking long walks, or going for a bike ride, there 
is something for everyone, no matter how young or old.
Hopefully everyone enjoys this special time of year, but 
also be reminded there are potential dangers during the 
summer months. BE AWARE. . . The more information 
one learns about preventing illnesses and injuries, the 
less likely they will occur.

Summer safety covers many areas, here is a brief list of 
safety tips for your review. For more safety information 
check out the web sites recommended at the end of this 
article.

TICK BITES

Ticks are responsible for a variety of illnesses including 
Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. 
These diseases can be very serious. Learn ways to 
protect your family. Some suggestions include:

• Wear protective clothing (long sleeves, long 
pants, tucking pants into socks).
•  Use tick/bug repellent.

• Use insect repellent for pets.
• Stay in the center of paths, keeping away from 
overgrown areas and not sitting directly on the 
ground.
• Perform tick checks on all family members 
every day.
• Be aware of signs/symptoms of tick-related 
illnesses.
• Call the doctor for any concerns and questions.

HELMET SAFETY 

• An appropriate helmet must be worn whenever a 
child is “on wheels.” This means bicycles, scooters, 
skates, roller blades, skateboards and more!
• The helmet must fi t properly.
• Helmets can be life-saving and can protect a 
child from serious injury.
• Be sure the right type of helmet is being used. 
For example, a bike helmet needs to be used for 
biking.
• Moms and dads should wear helmets as well.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

• Teach children to walk, not run, across the 
street.
• Children should cross only with an adult or an 
older responsible child.
• Whenever crossing the street, try to make eye 
contact with any drivers nearby, to be sure they see 
you.
• Teach children to avoid running out from 
between parked cars.
• Use sidewalks whenever possible.
• Always hold your child’s hand near any moving 
or parked vehicles.
• Adults always need to set a good example!

WATER SAFETY

• Adult supervision is of paramount importance. 
Parents need to focus on their children 100% of the 
time. No distractions!
• Practice “touch supervision” (a term used by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics). This means that 
at all times, the supervising adult is within an arm’s 

FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL’S DESK
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DEHYDRATION & HEAT-RELATED ILLNESSES 

• Keeping well hydrated is very important.
• Children (and adults) must remember to drink.
• Do not wait until a child says they are thirsty 
before offering fl uids. At this point, they are already 
dehydrated, so be sure to provide plenty of fl uids 
before going outside, while out in the heat and 
afterwards.
• Playing in the hot summer sun means lots of fl uid 
losses, so avoid strenuous activity during peak sun 
hours (10:00 am - 6:00 pm). Look for shade and take 
lots of breaks.
• Seek medical attention immediately for any signs 
of heat-related illness.

GRILLING

• Never let children near the grill. Remember, it 
can remain very hot even after it is no longer being 
used.
• Be sure to check the internal temperature of foods 
on the grill, to be sure everything has been cooked 
appropriately.
• If picnicking outdoors, avoid leaving foods 
out that require refrigeration and/or foods that can 
quickly spoil.

EMERGENCY LIST

• Keep list of emergency medical services (911), 
the doctor’s number, the dentist’s number, poison 
control, a number where mom and/or dad can be 
reached and any other important phone numbers.  

• It should also include current family medical 
issues, medications and allergies that might be 
needed in a medical emergency. 

For more information on the topics above:
American Academy of Pediatrics

American Academy of Dermatology
National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration

Safe Kids USA
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

For more safety information:
Bill Box, Fire Marshal 

bbox@cityofclemson.org 
Phone:  864-653-2050

length of the child being watched, when near or in 
the water.
• Remember, no child or adult is “drown proof.”
• Keep in mind that children can drown in many 
different water sources including: bathtubs, toilets, 
buckets, baby pools, backyard swimming pools, 
community pools, streams, creeks, lakes, rivers, 
oceans and other places.

SUN PROTECTION

• Avoid sun exposure during peak sun hours (10 
am - 6 pm).
• Wear protective clothing and a wide brimmed 
hat and sunglasses (with 99-100% UV protection).
• Sunscreen is a must (on sunny and cloudy 
days)! Look for products with UVA and UVB 
protection and an SPF of at least 15 (according to 
the American Academy of Pediatrics and American 
Association of Dermatology).
• Sunscreen should be applied liberally 30 
minutes before going out in the sun, and reapplied 
every two hours or sooner if swimming, sweating 
or toweling off.
• Look for shade whenever possible.

POISON IVY, OAK & SUMAC 

• It’s the oil from the leaves of these plants that 
cause the potential allergic reaction.
• Consider wearing protective clothing to help 
decrease the amount of exposed skin.
• Learn how to recognize Poison Ivy, Oak and 
Sumac so that they can be avoided.
• Avoid bushy, overgrown areas and places 
which may contain these plants. Stay on paths.

SUMMER FIRST AID KIT

• Every family should have at least one fi rst 
aid kit at home which is well stocked and readily 
accessible.
• It’s also helpful to keep a fi rst aid kit in the car 
and one to bring on trips.
• Kids get lots of cuts and scrapes during the 
warm summer months, so it’s nice to be prepared.
• Don’t forget to restock the kit once an item has 
been used.
• Be sure to keep a list of emergency numbers 
where they are easy to fi nd.



10    The Community Connection10    The Community Connection

Local Artist
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2016 Mosquito Fogging Schedule

If the weather is incompatible for fogging,
there will not be an alternate date. 

JUNE 2016
 
5/30/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
5/31/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
6/01/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
6/02/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 
 
6/13/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
6/14/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
6/15/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
6/16/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 

 
JULY 2016

7/11/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
7/12/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
7/13/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
7/14/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 
 
7/25/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
7/26/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
7/27/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
7/28/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 

 AUGUST 2016
 
8/08/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
8/09/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
8/10/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
8/11/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route

8/22/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
8/23/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
8/24/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
8/25/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route

SEPTEMBER 2016 

9/05/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
9/06/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
9/07/2016- Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
9/08/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 
 
9/19/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
9/20/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
9/21/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
9/22/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 
 

 
OCTOBER 2016

10/05/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
10/06/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
10/07/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
10/08/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 
 
10/17/2016 - Monday’s Garbage Route 
10/18/2016 - Tuesday’s Garbage Route 
10/19/2016 - Wednesday’s Garbage Route 
10/20/2016 - Thursday’s Garbage Route 

For questions regarding this schedule 
or other information:

Mitchell Swaney 
Phone: (864) 653-2047 

mswaney@cityofclemson.org
 

For information regarding 
Biomist 3+15 ULV Insecticide:

http://www.clarke.com/
 

For information regarding 
The SC Mosquito Control Association:

http://www.scmca.net/

Public Works Department
1155 Old Central Road

Central, SC 29630
Phone: (864) 653-2047
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HORTICULTURE REPORT

City Tree Inventory Underway

It would be impossible to successfully manage a grocery 
store without fi rst conducting and maintaining an 
inventory of the store’s goods. The same could be said 
for managing an urban forest, yet many communities are 
managing an asset without realizing what they have or 
for what they are responsible. The International Society 
of Arboriculture (ISA) defi nes a tree inventory as “a 
record of the location, characteristics and assessment of 
individual trees and tree-stands over a well-defi ned area 
(such as streets or parks)”. The basis of sound Urban 
Forestry management practices is the development and 
maintenance of an accurate tree inventory. 

The   ISA database provides an overview of tree attributes: 
species, age, condition, location, critical root zone, etc. 
Data-based information includes:

• Maintenance schedules
• Risk management prioritization by documenting 

trees with potential for failure
• Pruning, removal and replacement schedules
• Guidelines for new tree selection (diversity)
• Budget planning and negotiation 

In 2014, the City Horticulture Department assisted 
Planning Department Intern, Latoisha Green, with her 
Masters Project for Clemson University. Her project 
goal was to prepare a Tree Canopy and Street Tree 
Inventory Best Management Practices Guide. Together 
(using pen and paper), Latoisha and Horticulturist Tony 
Tidwell inventoried 196 trees downtown and along 
College Avenue. At that time all trees were not recorded, 
but the experience identifi ed the importance and value 
of a complete tree inventory for the City of Clemson. 
There are thousands of trees within the maintenance 
corridors of the City of Clemson.  This includes street 
trees, park trees, trees around facilities, trees around 

buildings, and trees at right of ways.
 
Conducting a complete tree inventory would be no small 
undertaking!  Purchasing a tree inventory software was 
fi rst considered to accomplish the task.  However, issues 
of cost and not being able to meet specifi c needs of the 
City inventory soon became apparent.  Another option 
could have been contracting an outside tree business to 
do the inventory. However, budgetary constraints might 
have resulted in a partial inventory and also restricted 
direct access to data. These conclusions indicated that 
a meeting with the City IT Director Lowell Arwood, 
to explore another solution for the tree inventory was 
necessary.

Lowell suggested Horticulture contact City GIS 
Manager Stuart Wine regarding the ArcGIS software 
already being utilized by the City.  ArcGIS is a global 
modeling software currently used by the Engineering 
and Utilities Departments to capture, manage, analyze, 
and model spatial data sets related to the City’s utility 
infrastructure.  In other words, ArcGIS allows the City 
to maintain an inventory of locations and attributes of 
any object related to sewer and water systems.  After 
the initial discussion, the software was found capable 
for use in the tree inventory effort.  At that time, an 
extension of ArcGIS called “Collector for ArcGIS”, an 
application that allows collection of spatial data on a 
GPD compatible tablet or smart phone was initiated. 
 
The application is used to record the location of an 
individual tree using the Global Positioning System 
(GPS).  Then, attributes for that tree are entered and 
submitted to a database that populates tree information.  
GPS coordinates of a tree allows exploration of 
statistical correlations within a sample. The data 
submitted also describes characteristics of the tree and 
sheds light on any signifi cance in the distribution of 
correlations.  Data collection is performed at each tree 
using an iPad, a few tape measurers, a clinometer, and 
personal assessments. The submitted data is exported 
to an Excel worksheet for an overview of the condition 
and breakdown of the tree canopy.  

An example of the proactive use of this data is in 
determining tree species density. Experts recommend 
that an Urban Forest should consist of no more than 
30% of a single plant family, 20% of a single plant 
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ANNUAL 
WATER QUALITY REPORT

The City of Clemson has completed its annual 
Water Quality Report, also known as a 
Consumer Confi dence Report, for Calendar 
Year 2015.  This Water Quality Report explains 
our water source, tests results and other facts 
about our drinking water. 

Continuous testing is performed on city 
water to assure it meets all state and federal 
standards. This annual report shows that 
the City of Clemson’s drinking water met or 
exceeded these standards in 2015. 

The 2015 Water Quality Report is available 
for your review:

(1) You may see an electronic copy on the City’s 
web page: http://www.cityofclemson.org/
utilities/annual-2015-water-quality-report  

(2) You may pick up a free hard copy at 
Clemson City Hall, 1250 Tiger Boulevard, 
Clemson, SC 29631.  

For more information:
Benjie McGill 

bmcgill@cityofclemson.org

Curtis Skiles
cskiles@cityofclemson.org

Utilities Department
(864) 653-2046

UTILITIES MISSION

Our mission is to serve our customers by 
providing safe, clean drinking water with 
environmentally acceptable wastewater 
treatment at affordable rates, while 
protecting and preserving our natural water 
resources and environment.

genus and 10% of a single plant species.  Clemson’s 
tree inventory will determine if a healthy variety of 
trees or a monoculture susceptible to catastrophic loss 
are being planted. Inventoried data can also be plugged 
into a USDA Forest Service program called I-Tree to 
calculate collective cost-benefi t analysis, such as the 
environmental benefi ts and the monetary value of 
individual trees and overall canopy.

100 trees were inventoried this past winter by City 
employees with the help of two Clemson honors 
students from Dr. Bob Polomski’s Urban Forestry 
class. The students used inventory data to calculate soil 
volume and how it attributes to canopy growth/size. 
This project helps determine tolerant species selections 
that can adapt to the harsh environment experienced 
by the trees in the downtown streetscape. It provides 
feedback as to how limited soil volume inhibits proper 
canopy development of the trees. Dr. Polomksi’s 
Creative Inquiry class will also be participating in the 
tree inventory this fall.

This experience has provided great joint efforts with 
different departments within the City of Clemson and 
has fostered some valuable partnerships with Clemson 
University. The initial tree inventory collection will 
continue over the next few years, but its inception 
will benefi t the City and community for many years 
to come.

For more information:
Tony Tidwell, Horticulturist
ttidwell@cityofclemson.org

Phone: 864-624-1120 Ext. 1603

DID YOU KNOW? 

Trees can be a stimulus to economic development, 
attracting new business and tourism. Commercial 
retail areas are more attractive to shoppers, 
apartments rent more quickly, tenants stay longer, 
and space in a wooded setting is more valuable to 
sell or rent.  ~ The Arbor Day Foundation ~

The planting of trees means improved water quality, 
resulting in less runoff and erosion. This allows more 
recharging of the ground water supply. Wooded 
areas help prevent the transport of sediment and 
chemicals into streams. ~ USDA Forest Service ~
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Pictured above: Left to right, Clemson Mayor J.C. Cook, III, 
Clemson University Tennis Champion Joana Eidukonyte, and City 
Administrator Rick Cotton.  During a recent ceremony, Mayor Cook  
presented a proclamation of Recognition and Appreciation along 
with a Key to the City.  Joana was acknowledged for excellence on 
the courts and outstanding performance on the Clemson University 
Women’s Tennis Team during all her championship seasons. 

Pictured left: Clemson Downs resident 
Ruth Davidson. Ms. Davidson, who 
celebrates her 101st birthday in June, 
threw out the ceremonial fi rst pitch at the 
Clemson Baseball game against College 
of Charleston on May 11th. 

Pictured below: Friends and neighbors from Clemson Downs were 
chauffeured to the game on CATbus to see Ms. Ruth Davidson 
throw out the fi rst pitch at a Clemson Baseball game.

Pictured above:  Utility worker, Dusty Hayes managing to smile 
while repairing a water main on Calhoun Street. The water break 
occurred on a chilly March Day. 

Utility workers frequently work in adverse conditions to keep 
water service available to City residents. The next time you see a 
City Utility worker - don’t forget to say thanks for a job well done! 

CITY
SNAPS

Pictured below: Far right, Ms. Davidson 
making the fi rst pitch.
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K-9 UNIT

Currently, the Clemson Police K-9 Unit is comprised 
of one highly trained canine, Tonka and his handler 
Sergeant Brenda Link. 

K-9 Offi cer Tonka is from the Belgian Malinois breed. 
Tonka has been specially trained to conduct building 
searches, track and apprehend suspects, search for 
items and/or illegal drugs, and promote favorable 
public relations.  

Tonka enhances the effectiveness and effi ciency of 
the Clemson Police Department by protecting persons 
and property in Clemson and increasing the safety 
of Offi cers by confronting any suspect(s) who may 
represent a threat.

You can help defray training, food and medical costs 
for our Police K-9 Unit.  Help with Tonka’s cost by 
sending a donation of any amount via check or money 
order. Please make donations payable to Clemson 
Police Canine Unit and mail to:

Captain J. Stone
C/O Clemson Police Department

Canine Unit Donations
1198 Tiger Boulevard
Clemson, SC 29631

NOTE: Charitable gifts to the Clemson Police 
Department K-9 Program are not refundable.

Pictured above: Sergeant Brenda Link, K-9 Handler with K-9 
Offi cer Tonka.

WHAT IS THE PROPER DISPOSAL OF 
HOUSEHOLD  PAINTS?

For the City of Clemson:

The following should be used by all residents of 
the City of Clemson concerning the use of the cart 
system and other services provided by the Public 
Works Department when disposing of paints.

**Paint - Remove the top of the paint cans and 
mix with kitty litter or with concrete, let the 
contents completely dry. Once in a solid state 
throw into the roll cart with the household garbage.

For questions regarding how paint or 
other wastes are handled in the City of Clemson:

Department of Sanitation
Clemson Public Works
Phone: (864) 653-2053

http://www.cityofclemson.org/public-works/
sanitation

For the Pickens County Recycling Stations:

The following should be used by residents of 
Pickens County concerning the disposal of reusable 
household paints.

**Paint - You may drop off usable paint or you may 
pick up paint to use at the Pickens County Recycling 
Stations.  Cans with rusted lids or less than half full 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
 
To dispose unusable paint - mix with sand, dirt or 
kitty litter and let dry. Then pour mixture into a 
large trash bag for disposal.  Allow cans to dry and 
deposit them in the scrap metal container.

For questions regarding how paint or
other wastes are handled in Pickens County:
Pickens County Division of Solid Waste

Phone: (864) 850-7092

Nearest: Chastain Road Recycling Center
600 Chastain Road
Central, SC 29630

Phone: (864) 639-0855
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Registration Open Now 

SUMMER ART CAMP
Children ages 6 & Up

Artists aged 6 & Up have an opportunity to work with 
clay, paint, photography and more.

PRESCHOOL ART EXPERIENCE 
Young Artists ages 4 & 5

Exciting , creative adventure awaits your child 
during one of these week long classes:

June 20 - 24 
June 27 - July 1

July 11 - 15
July 18 - 22

~ Discovery through Creativity~

Discover how science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics infl uence art. Classes offered in pottery, 
painting, photography and more.

For a complete listing of classes: 
The ARTS Center
212 Butler Street

Phone: (864) 633-5051
www.explorearts.org

Summer Art Camp Culmination 
Exhibit and Reception 

Saturday, July 23, 2016

2:00pm - 4:00pm

Free and Open to the Public

Artwork created during Summer Art Camp will be 
exhibited in the ARTS Center Main Gallery and Hall 
Gallery. 

The ARTS Center
212 Butler Street

CLEMSON FARMERS’ MARKET 

FRIDAYS (Rain or Shine)

3:00pm - 6:00pm 
Patrick Square Village Green 

578 Issaqueena Trail

Regular Market Season

May 13 - October 14, 2016

First Friday Market Events

June 03, July 01, August 05, 
September 02, and October 07

Special Markets

Harvest Market: November 04
Holiday Market: December 02

For more information:
Kathi Dimmock, Market Manager

Phone: (864) 654-3918
E-mail: kathi.dimmock@att.net
www.clemsonfarmersmarket.org

Eat Healthy | Buy Local | Have Fun!

From the cover:
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A Taste of African Heritage (ATAH)
It’s back again!

Free cooking classes starting June 4, 2016
At the Clemson Area African American Museum

Register Online: 
atasteofhealthandheritage.eventbrite.com 

Register Early Spaces are Limited!

For more information:
Phone: (864) 324-2869 (Tiffany Davis)

www.fyichef.com Or
Phone: (864) 506-1057 (Pat Kemp)

Clemson Area Story Tellers Guild
C.A.S.T.

EVERY 4th TUESDAY
7:00pm

The ARTS Center

Clemson Area Story Tellers Guild (CAST) promotes 
and celebrates the art of Storytelling. The purpose is 
the preservation of oral narratives - stories passed down 
from generation to generation - for families and the 
community. 

CAST welcomes all those who share a love of story and 
have a desire to listen or tell at a guild meeting.  

Meeting dates for 2016: June 28, July 26, August 23, 
September 27, October 25, November 22, and December  
(no meeting).

Contact: Lynn Garner
Phone: 864-940-5974 or 706-377-3085

Email: carabrook@hartcom.net
www.explorearts.org/cast

Clemson Area International Friendship 

Clemson Area International Friendship (CAIF) is a 
community organization which coordinates hospitality 
and support services for foreign students, faculty and 
visitors in the Clemson area. 

With the presence of so many foreign students in our 
community, there exists a unique opportunity for cross-
cultural learning and for building personal ties between 
Americans and people from other nations. Hosting a 
foreign student can be a very rewarding experience, 
both for the student and the host. Many of CAIF 
friendships continue to grow even after the student 
returns home.

The Host Family Program of Clemson Area 
International Friendship offers the opportunity for 
community members to become friends with foreign 
students, faculty and visiting scholars to the Clemson, 
SC area.  Being a host friend does not require providing 
home stay. Instead, it involves helping international 
visitors adjust to the Clemson community by inviting 
them to share meals, visit in American homes, tour the 
area, or take part in any number of activities.

For more information:
www.caifclemson.org  

CAIF is a Community Section of the National 
Association for Foreign Student Affairs.

Each year, Clemson University welcomes approximately 
600 NEW internationals to its campus. At any given 
time, there are between 1,400 - 1,500 internationals 
studying at Clemson University, representing 80-90 
different countries.
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APPLY NOW!
S.C. First Steps 4 Year-old Kindergarten

TO QUALIFY, YOUR CHILD MUST:

● Be 4 years old on or before September 1st. 
(Please provide a copy of your child’s certifi ed birth certifi cate.)
● Be eligible for the free or reduced-price lunch program or Medicaid.
(Please provide a copy of your child’s Medicaid card OR tax return, proof of SNAP eligibility, 
TANF, SSI, etc.)
● Reside in Oconee County (Please provide two forms of residency verifi cation, such as 
a current tax bill, utility bill, rental agreement, etc.)

 NO REGISTRATION FEE

To learn more contact: Clemson CCDC Phone: (864) 654-3345 

 Return applications to: CCDC, 216 Butler Street, Clemson, SC 29631 

Before and after school care is provided for a small fee. Please share the word if you know of any 
families that could benefi t from this program.

Attention: Clemson Child Development Center’s 4-K program is also available for a fee to 
other four-year-olds.  Scholarships are available for families who have fi nancial needs.

Clemson Child Development Center
CCDC is now accepting 4 Year-old 
Kindergarten applications. 

FREE TUITION to qualifying families. 
Students attend classes 6.5 hours per 
day, fi ve days per week during the 180-
day school year.



The Community Connection     19

YOUTH SOCCER
FALL REGISTRATION 
BEGINS JULY 2016

For more information on Youth Soccer:
Steve Figueroa or Glenda Stone

(864) 624-1122 or (864) 624-1120 Ext. 16000
sfi gueroa@cityofclemson.org or

 gstone@cityof clemson.org

YOUTH CO-ED SOCCER
Ages 5 to 8

(Age as of September 1, 2016)

Divisions: 
6 & Under
8 & Under

Registration for 
Small Sided Soccer
July 26 -  August 11

Or
(Until limit is reached)

SEASON BEGINS
AUGUST 2016

Teams are co-ed with an emphasis on participation, 
fun, and skill development. Registration fee 

includes jersey, shorts & individual medals. Players 
must provide their own shin guards. 

Registration Fees:
$30.00 Clemson/Central 

(Residents paying City taxes)

$45.00 Non-residents 
(Outside City limits)

YOUTH SOCCER
Age 9 - 15

(Age as of September 1, 2016)

Divisions:
10 & Under
12 & Under
15 & Under

Registration for 
Co-Ed Soccer

July 12 – July 28
Or

(Until limit is reached)

SEASON BEGINS
AUGUST 2016

The 10 & Under, 12 & Under and 15 & Under 
Divisions will practice and play home games at 
Nettles Park and Clemson Elementary School.

These divisions will be included in the Oconee 
County Recreation Soccer League with teams from 
Seneca, Walhalla, Westminster, Pendleton, Pickens, 

and Six Mile, South Carolina.

Registration Fees:
$60.00 Clemson/Central 

(Residents paying City taxes)

$75.00 Non-Residents 
(Outside City limits)
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(864) 693-1111
www.centralclemsonrec.com

Save Big and Get Fit

It’s back!  Stop and save with the Summer Splash Special. Running May through August, 
this deal will allow you an all access pass to the Central/Clemson Recreation Center.

The facility is equipped with a Fitness Center, an Aerobics Room, a Two-Court Gym, a 
Warm Water Therapy Pool, and a Six-Lane Lap Pool. Memberships include Fitness Classes 
and discounts on Personal Training and Group Swim Lessons. 

Sign Up Now for Huge Savings and a Healthier You!
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23rd Annual
CLEMSONFEST
(A family festival)

Saturday, July 02, 2016

Snow Family Outdoor 
Fitness and Wellness Center

(Old Y Beach)

Gates will open at 5:00pm

Admission:
$5 per person on foot

 $10 per car 

Live beach music by: 
The  Carolina Coast Band (pictured)

Disc-O-Dogs Canine Agility Show
Kid’s Play Area

Food & Craft Vendors
Fireworks at 9:30pm

Personal Coolers, Pets or 
Swimming Not Allowed

For more information:
Austin Canfi eld

Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce
Phone: (864) 654-1200

Email: austin@clemsonchamber.org

ADULT FALL SOFTBALL
REGISTRATION

Team Registration
July 26 – August 18, 2016 or 

when the limit (6-8 teams) is reached

The team registration fee will be $350 
and must be paid in full at registration.  

SEASON
September 06 - October 13

A.S.A. Umpires will be utilized.

A captain’s meeting will be held on 
August 22, 5:30pm, at the Nettles Park 

offi ce to fi nalize scheduling.

For more information:
Steve Figueroa, Director

(864) 624-1122
sfi gueroa@cityofclemon.org

SMART START ATHLETICS

Basketball * Baseball * Football * Soccer

3 & 4 Year Olds

All of programs teach children the basic skills 
necessary to play an organized sport, while they 
work one-on-one and spend quality time with their 
parents. 

These programs focus on teaching children and 
their parents skills for each sport without the threat 
of competition or the fear of getting hurt. 

Each Sport Meets for Six Sessions  

For more information:
Central Clemson Indoor Recreation Center

(864) 693-1111
www.centralclemsonrec.com
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Hosted By:

Clemson Police Department

Tuesday, August 2, 2016
6:00pm to 8:00pm

Nettles Park
102 Nettles Park Road

Annual Crime Prevention Campaign 
~ Promoting ~

Police/Community Partnerships 
~ Building ~

Stronger and Safer Neighborhoods  

• Meet Local Heroes: Police Offi cers, Fire Fighters, 
EMS, Athletes & More!  

• Children are invited to dress up as their favorite 
hero for a chance to win cool prizes.  

• Free Entertainment, Refreshments & Games
• Health, Safety and Security Exhibits

For more information:
Debra Shockley

Phone: (864) 624-2012
E-mail: dshockley@cityofclemson.org

SCHOOL SUCCESS PROGRAM

Thursday, August 4, 2016

5:30pm

Trinity Wesleyan Church
700 Issaqueena Trail
Central, SC 29630

Local Principals and Teachers will meet with 
parents and children to give information on the 
school year and answer questions.

Clemson Community Care (CCC) will be fi lling 
backpacks for approximately 110 deserving children 
with a goal to fi ll each child’s bag to match their 
teacher’s list.  

YOU CAN HELP! 

School supplies are needed:
• Composition Books (stitched)
• 3 Prong Report Covers (with pockets)
• Report Folders (with no pockets)
• 1 and 1.5 inch Clear-View Binders
• Ear Buds
• Graph Paper
• 5 Subject Dividers
• Non-Rolling Book Bags 

All donated items should delivered to CCC before 
Friday, July 29, 2016.

Following the meeting, hot dogs, chips, cookies and 
drinks will be served.

For more information:
Clemson Community Care

Phone: (864) 653-4460, Ext. 112
www.clemsoncommunity.org

Fall Competitive League
VOLLEYBALL

Age Divisions: 10 - 12 & 13 - 14 years 

Registration: July 12 - August 01, 2016

Practice Begins: August 15

Season: September 6 - October 24

Fee: $30/Central/Clemson Resident 
$45/Non-Residents

For more information:
Jamey Cathey

Phone: (864) 624-1120 Ext. 16002
E-mail: jcathey@cityofclemson.org 
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Littlejohn Community Center 
Activities Offered:

Club Edge/Tech
(Academic Enrichment Center) 

Monday - Thursday 
2:30pm - 5:30pm

(During the school year)

Adult Ed/GED
T.B.A. 

LCC Teen Afterschool Program
Registration Begins: August 8

Ages: 10 years -18 years

For more information:
Adraine Jackson-Garner

(864) 653-3835

Boards & Commissions Calendar 2016
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City Council Meeting
6:30pm,
City Hall Council Chambers

Architectural Review Board 
July Meeting cancelled

Planning Commission
6:00pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

City Council Meeting   
6:30pm
City Hall Council Chambers 

Board of Zoning Appeals
6:00pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

Architectural Review Board 
6:00pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

Planning Commission
5:00pm, (Early time)
City Hall Council Chambers

City Council Meeting
6:30pm, (Date Change)
City Hall Council Chambers

Board of Zoning Appeals
6:00pm,
City Hall Council Chambers 

City Council Meeting
6:30pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

For current events and 
the Community Calendar:

www.cityofclemson.org

Sign up to be on our mailing list 
to get electronic updates:
www.cityofclemson.org

For more City news and alerts on our Twitter 
Page: 

www.twitter.com/cityofclemson

June July

Municipal Court 

Sessions Wednesday 
9:00am and 2:00pm 

and
First Two Wednesdays
Additional Court Time

5:00pm

For more information: 
(864) 653-2045 

City Council Meeting
6:30pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

Architectural Review Board, 
6:00pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

Planning Commission
6:00pm,
City Hall Council Chambers

City Council Meeting
6:30pm, 
City Hall Council Chambers

Board of Zoning Appeals
6:00pm,
City Hall Council Chambers

August
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City of Clemson
1250 Tiger Boulevard
Suite 1
Clemson, SC 29631

Saturday, July 2 
Begins 5:00pm 

Snow Family Outdoor 
Fitness and Wellness Center

(Old Y Beach)

Fire Works 
9:30 pm
Pictured left: 

Carolina Coast Band, 
featured entertainers

See page 21 
for more information.


